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Anyone can be a member of the POST

staff except maybe Sheriff King. All

you have to do is come to the meetings

and do one of the many different and
exciting tasks necessary for the smooth
operation of a paper like this. You start
work at nothing per hour, and stay there.
Everyone else gets paid the same. Ego
gratification and good karma are the fringe
benefits. i

Decisions are made collectively by staff
members at one of our regular meetings.
All workers have an equal voice. The
Post-Amerikan has no editor or hierarch-
ical structure, so quit calling up here and
asking who's in charge.

Anybody who reads this paper can tell the

type of stuff we print. All worthwhile ma-

terial is welcome. We try to choose art- -
icles that are timely, relevant, informa-

Work on the Post

We're looking for folks to write stories.
If you can write, call the Post and tell us
what kind of story you'd like to do. If you
aren't sure, other people can suggest things.

People who can help do layout one weekend
a month are also real welcome. You don't
need experience. If you can type, great!

Call 828-7232 for more info. If no one
answers, leave your name and number on our
answering machine, and we'll get in touch,

tive, and not available in other local media.
We will not print anything racist, sexist,
or ageist.

Most of our material or inspiration for ma-
terial comes from the community, We en-
courage you, the reader, to becorne more
than a reader. We welcome all sfories or
tips for stories. Bring stuff to a meeting
(the schedule is printed below) or mail it

to our office.

These meetings are held at the. Pgst-Amerikan
office, and if you'd like to come, call us. The
number is: 828-7232., You can aliso reach folks
at 828-6885. :

One important way to avoid paying
high prices is to buy second-hand.
Whether you buy from a friend or
from a second-hand store, chances
are that you pay much lesis than you
‘would in other' stores for the same
item. A 90% savings is not uncom-
mon.

Sometimes the older article, being
constructed of better material than
new models, is even superior in some
ways.

You can buy second-hand in several
ways. First, you might put classi-
fied ads in such papers as the Post-
Amerikan and The Penny Saver (a Bloom-
ington paper with a 14-word limit .

for free ads) at no cost, asking for
items. Second, you might be on the
lookout for the myriad of yard,
garage, and basement sales that come
to Bloomington-Normal in warmer : °
weather. Third, you can go to a
second hand store such as Salvation
Army (236 E. Front, Front & Prairie),
The Thrift Shop (221 E. Front, be-
tween Prairie and East streets), Good-
will (428 N. Main, Main @and Market
streets), or Small Changes (409a N.
Main, with used books.)

To whomever called: up 'the Post-
Amerikan March 14 Or 15th wanting
to write stories: we got your
message, but the part with your
name and phone number got lost.
Please call us again., We want to
hear from you,

FOR SALE: electric appliances, books,
furniture, glass panes, hardware,
handmade bongs, water pipes, and
other pipes, ete. LOW PRICES.

Call 452-4831 and leave your
number or stop by at 301 E. Olive,
Apt. 2, and ask for Dawve (best
time: Sunday after U4).

Let your soul sing. ILearn to play
the piano: classical, blues or jazz.
€all Red Luther at 452'-6192

Alternatives For Consumers

i

MEETINGS

Friday, March 25 . . . . 6:30
Potluck--

Priday,-Aprilidn . 5 & 16:30
Friday, April 8. .. .. 6:30

Deadline & Meeting--

Wed., April13. . . . .6:30
Layout--

Sat. & Sun., April 16 & 17

Friday, April 22. . . . 6:30
Potluck--
Friday, April 29. . . . 6:30

You can make bread hawking the Post--15¢
a copy, except for the first 50 copies on which
you make only 10¢ a copy. Call 828-7232.

Mail, ‘which we more than welcome,
should be mailed to: The Post-Amerikan,
P.0O. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701
(Be sure to tell us if you don't want your
letter printed! Otherwise it's liable to
wind up in our letters column.)

These stores, have a great variety of
items. -

Fourth, you can go to Bloomington-
Normal library sales, for inexpensive
books and records.

Since it is not uncommon in our so-
ciety for people to throw away things
that are in good condition, you ean
also retrieve discarded items. This
may include expensive appliances and
furniture, and since an item is not

legally possessed by someone after s/he

discards an item, you run no legal
risk.

All these approaches have several
things in common. First, they offer
you a product at a much lower price
than you usually would pay. Second,
they conserve valuable resources
(metals, glass, cloth, oil, etc.) by
recycling good products. Third, they
put the money in the hands of indi-
viduals and non-profit organizations
rather than large profit-making cor-
porations. Thus the money you do
spend often goes to a better use.

--Dave Burdette

Hillside Apartment available to
sub-lease; call Pete at 452-4833 or
829-3576.

Two womern moving oomington-
Normal in August would like to hear
about any health food or housing
co-ops in the area, Please write
to: Julie Huffman, 6112 W. Cotton-
wood, Freeport Il. 61032.




IVIEIIIA MONOPOLY THREATEI‘IED

Pantagraph Suppresses County Jall Hlstory

To commemorate the closing of the 97- =year-old
county jail, the Pantagraph ran a ‘full page article
on March 13 featuring the highlights of the jail's
history.

But the Pantagraph didn't even mention some of
the ]a11's most sxgmflcant recent h1story

More than half the Pantagraph’s full page article
lists dates from the 1920's on,-with short para-
graphs describing that day s important jail-relat-
ed event. Although recent history is given a lot
of ‘space, there is no mention of an extensive

 year-and-a-half FBI investigation of jail officials

for vio'lations of prisoners' civil rights.

- Beginning in late 1973, ,the FBI interviewed doz-~
ens of ex-jail inmates who had experienced or

In summer 197 'fnthe U.S. "Justice" Department
announced they would not recommend prosecution
of Sheriff Klng and -his deputies.. The decision
!'does not meaniwe:did not believe that some of
these things d1d not happen, " but that "we do not
believe the matter can be proved, ' a "Justice"
Department spokesperson was qucted in a 1975
Pantagraph.. In“ other words, the Sheriff did it,

but a jury. probably wouldn't believe the testlmony

“of ex—conv1cts agalnst a sheriff.

.3

Also ignored in the Pantagraph's spot history was

an October.11, 31.974 demonstration against Sher-

~iff King and his jail policies. -

TV stations reported that 500 demionstrators
participated that evening in a peaeeful protest.
Sheriff King was hung and burned in effigy from

the November, 1974 march on the county jail.
After some demonstrators fought back against
police-instigated violence that day, police nabbed
six people .on trumped-up charges. A Post-Am-
erikan photographer was thrown through Kresge's
plate glass window by an angry Bloomington cop,
after being arrested.

Admittedly, the Pantagraph was pressed for
space, I can understand that they might choose to
mention only one of two demonstrations which
were held a month apart. *1 can even understand

-that they would choose to emphasize the more

sensational demonstration, even though fewer
people part1c1pated.

However, the complet‘e suppression of any men- -
tion that Sheriff King had ever been criticized

witnessed beatings inflicted by Sheriff King and
hig deputies. The FBI also investigated charges
“that Sheriff King had denied medicine to prison-

'~ ers and used such brutal disciplinary measures as
. the medieval black box and étand -up. cell.

a.tree outside tI :e jail. or investigated for violations of prisonérs’ rights

- must have been a conscious de01s10n to-suppress

Instead of recalling a peaceful march on the jail, a part of hlstory

thewPantagraph"si commemorative page recalled

Mark Silyerstein

: Before the FBI's 1nvest1gatlon became public
knowledge, the Pantagraph initiated what became
a three-part series in early 1974. The paper -
reportéd a dozen incidents which included beat-
ings and denial of medicine. . -

Despite dozens of allegations against Sheriff
Kinig(the Post~Amerikan had been carrying art-" -
icles, too), the Pantagraph supported King's re-
e1ect10n in 1974.

The Pantagraph commemorative page‘even sup-
resses mention of the newspaper S own charges
against King. It says, "The files record nine
suicide attempts, 22 fires, eight 'falls,’ five_
beatings, and three deaths w1th1n'th,e walls of the
Ja11 "

_’Il‘hes Pantagraph is including beatings one inmate
“inflicted upon another in its total of five reported
bea.tmgs “But the paper is ignoring its own.
earher repOrts of deputies beating pr1soners.

".'STEP UP TO

fox & hounds

THE SCIENTIFIC HAIR STUDIO

FREE CONSULTATION AND HAIR TEST‘

. Call for an appointment and spend

45 minutes _wlth ‘one of our dlrectors;_ |
UNISEX STUDIO |

unisexgsiudio
;,\»WE I-II-IVE FI UNIbEX 6TUDIO

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE oun -
| AT B ? I umIsSEx sTupiO WILL BE OPEN
420 N. MQDIQON~» R Tues., Fri. & Sat. %00 am-6:00pm -
BLOOMINGTON . _—
1829-1523

Shampoo, Cut & BIowDry-

7

Wed. & Thurs. 7:30 am =9:00pm

Shampoo, Cut & BIowDry

SN . s160
| ] 2503E.JACKSON ||
$16.° | FOUR SEASONS SQUARE |-

Mon., Wed,,Thurs Fri., 9-9

b bb3-5514 - i
.~ Tues., 9-5:30 | , « - |
. l 82:582 i - L — " — - — — ﬂ .
Now Open SundaysQ 530 BE NI ’ - ‘

- Al Natural VltamlnsAvaﬂableAt Both Studios




. ‘.- 2. - ":,‘ e B . : - & R . . ) -
llinois’ | - House Committee
to . narcs The House of Representatives Town- ~ Commitiee officials apparently expec-

? : ship and Counties Committee approved - ted some sort of disruption at the

two MEG funding bills March 16, after MEG bill hearing. ' Whén a state rep
an unusual hearing-guarded by special commented that armed Secretary of
securlty forces and marked by an ir- State's police are never seen guard-

Photographed by the regular ban on-picture-taking. ing a committee hearlng, McMasters

Galesburg Free Voice . . . ) retorted "Well, i1if you'd seen the

as they waited To The MEG Dbills should have been heard demonstration they d?d over in Peoria,
_testify in favor of : by the House Judiciary Committee, 6 you'd be glad they were here." -

the MEG funding bill, whose members usually-deal with -

these five men are matters affecting the criminal "jus-« McMasters was referring to guerrilla

‘almost surely all tice” system. Many of the Judiciary theatre staged at a MEG board-meeting

high-ranking narcs: Committee's members are lawyers; in Peoria February 12. Dressed in-

in different Illinois some are even civil libertarians of ski masks, suits, and motorcycle”

‘MEG units. ‘ sorts. helmets to mimic a disguise once. worn

. . by MEG agent Ford Con , :
If other I1linois MEG But Tom McMasters, MEG bill sponsor, - ‘ci«rowded %ri‘to the boaréigomlgngeggiz
units cperate:like pulled a few slick tricks and got his a statement condemning MEG's contin-
the one operating in - bills assigned to his own highly uation. No police appeared, nor were
the Bloomington and conserative Township and Counties ) they necessary at the Feb. 12 demon- -
Peoria areas, then - committee. David Watkins, who serves stration.
the director is also ‘as Secretary-Treasurer of the Peoria- -
an undercover agent. based MEG, bragged.about McMasters’ ' Jerry LaGrow, head undercover narc

maneuvers at a Feb 12 MEG board meet- for the Peoria-based MEG, attended ‘the
e ing. ' T ’ March 16 ‘committee hearing prepared -

i The only narc here: . o o . to testify, but instead sat silent,
whom we »Ca_n~p051v- } The MEG bills got the uncrltlcal ap- glarlng as photographers Snapped hlS
tively identify is. B . proval McMasters gxpected: . 16 yes picture. -
pictured at the - votes, no nays. Two committee mem- _ : _
bottom of this bers abstained. , LaGrow's counterparts from other I1l-
page. He is Jerry .

LS - : inois MEG units also. attended the
LaGrow, director Seven Illinois MEG units are counting ot unt

3 . . P : ] , hearing prepared to testify, but in-

%fstgbeyégorliasr . on the MEG funding bill, which would stead sat silent as Galesburg Free
8 ase v SEETOW appropriate state money to replace Voice editor Mike.Richardson snapped

has made under- ~the expiring federal grants MEG Fheir b ‘

s . - Sy their pilctures, too. .
cover buys ‘in depends on now.. The bill calls for , : o
Bloomington. local units of government to come up . )

. - with at least half of each MEG unit's (Those photos are printed in the
Who .are these budget before state funds are released.. left hand column of thls page.

other nares?
Here are the :
possibilities: m— - - -
- MEG articles on these pages by Mark
Silverstein, unless otherwise signed.

Keith M. Kostelny,
direvtor of the
Joliet-area MEG,

Gary Fred Bossio,
director of the
Southern Illanls
MEG. .

‘James A, Cunning-
ham, director of
the Quad Cities
MEG unit,

Michael M, Wait,

who attended the

legislature hear-

ing representing

the Vermillion :

County (Danv111e)
- MEG,

103 W. FRONT
) BLOOMINGTON

 NEWSPAPERS

o8
‘MAGAZINES
Robert S. Taylor,
Deputy Director: of
the Cook County .
MEG .

Bichard Pariser
attended the hear-
ing representing
"I1llinois MEG
“units,”™ but didn't
say which one. |

COIN ¢
~STAMP -
SUPPLIES

Jerry LaGrow-also
said he repre-
"sented "Illineis L
MEG wnits," but <
. Wwe alxeady know
he is the Peoria :
MEG directOr, - -

Four of these six
names match up
with these four
unknowr narcs.
Readers are in-
vited to supply
information, - - .
- For the full story
on the MEG funding
bill ‘hearing, see
ad joining story.

CREETING
CARDS

SMOKES

(These photos . pro-
vided by Galesburg»
Free V01ce.)v

5AM-6PM
MON-SAT
5AM-12:30PM,

2 E

8263422




approves MEG ‘funding bill

After the picture taklng, the comm-+ carded under the proposed MEG® fund- Richardson read the committee a f
ittee chairperson prohibited photo- ‘1ng blll _ Daily Pantagraph report of one ‘of
‘graphs., To explaln the unusual ‘Jerry LaGrow's few honest moments:
mqove (reporters from many newspapers The-Free Vbice editor also criticized . "MEG was hot brought into existence
usually take photographs in com- the MEG bill's statement of the narcs' to get the top dealer. We buy the
mittee hearings, Chairperson Yourell purpose, which now includes marijuana same kinds of drugs as the kids in
said that photographs "endanger the busts as a goal.(A fourth to a third - the neighborhoods at the same prices:
very being and livelihood"™ of narcs.. of MEG's busts now are pot busts, and in the samé quantities, and we go
'v1olat1ng their present statement of gfter convictions on that basis.®
Despite such scary claims about. the purpose.) ) - R CUE
power of photographs, the Peoria . , ‘ , But the Countieés and Townships Com-
Journal Star published MEG chief And, to counteract MEG's insistence mittee did not really gather to dis-
TLaGrow's picture the next day, - that they are after the big dealers, cuss the MEG bill's merlts, they gat—
March 17. Previously, LaGrow's. i ) - " hered to approve the bill. And that's
face had appeared only in the Post- ' ‘ ; what they did.
Amerikan, the Galesburg Free Voice, - ‘ ) o : , s

and the ISU Vidette.

No "respectable” daily paper had
dared challenge LaGrow's fantasies-
about the dangers faced by a super-
spy losing his "cover.” Channel 19
TV once humored LaGrow so much that
théy broadcast a two-part interview
which allowed the TV audience to see
only the back of LaGrow's head as

he answered questions!

The only witness testifying against
the MEG Funding bills was Mike Rich-
ardson, who used to contribute art-
icles on MEG to the Post-Amerikan
.before he started the Galesburg Free
Voice in Spring, -1976.

Richardson'used arguments he thought
~were more apt- to be accepted by a
group of conservative legislators.

He said existing procedures to mon-
itor MEG's behavior don't work, and
that ILEC guidelines which try (un-
successfully) to control MEG's over-
zealousness would be completely dis-

90/ /V [ /4 a’ams /06’0/‘/6' é/ A 03
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ABOVE and BELOW: MEG agent Bill
Trowbridge, as he looked in May '76.

POST NOTE: Written from prison by a victim of
MEG's unethical tactics, this letter was sent

to the Galesburg Free Voice, which passed it

on to the Post-Amerikan. The author was

busted in Warren County, -the westernmost county-
of the six the undercover narcs operate in.

-
-~

‘Dear ‘Post, - -

I am presently being held in the Warren County
‘Jail awaiting sentencmg - I've been here since
Oct. of 76. The reason I'm writing this letter
is to make your readers aware of some of the
unjust tactics employed by MEG out of court,
and how they screwed me in court

The MEG agent who busted me was William Trow- '

bridge, alias *'Richie™ or "Bill Richards.” I

was one of the first he busted after ]01mng MEG.=

I.was busted for unlawful delivery of cannibas,
between 30 and 500: grams. (Big deall).. Agent
Trowbr1dge testified in court that-I made a sale
1o him on June 11, 1976. This'is perjury because

-y aunt (whom I was staying with) testified that

vaas in Peoria all day and night.

Just to clear the air, and pomt out Trowbridge's
unethical motives, let me tell it.the way it really
was. I did make a sale to this guy, but on June
4 and not June 11 as I was charged with doing.

I had seen this guy around before but didn't know
his name. I knew for a fact he did drugs and
parties with the best of them. . /-

‘He has been seen do1ng some speed at a party .

and has made buys where no ayrests were made.
Befof_e he bought from me, we smoked some of

.

his pot. Also, the two bags I sold him were «
qulte a bit larger than the bags the lab weighed.

I don't deal drugs, although I have made some
non-profit sales to compensate for the money I
spent on it. Even this is usually done only for ;
close friends. I didn't feel right about selling to
Trowbridge, but did, after he pressured me
into it.

Because of his underhanded tactics and the liés
he told in-court, I will bé going back to prison
for at least 1-3 years and possibly even a 2-6.

I plead guilty to a robbery charge in Chicago in
1974 and only got.1-3 for that..” Since I've made
‘parole I've stayed out. of trouble and have been
trying to make a go of it. I have less than 4

“months to do on parole.

_ In parting, I would like to credit Trowbridge

" with being insensitive to the real drug problem
and for helping its cause. I would comment on
" the work he chooses to do, but I doubt if you'd
publish it.

Lastly, I would like to thank the state's attorney
of Warren County, Fred Odendahl, for literally
messmg up my life and destroying all efforts I

. have made toward rehabilitation. = 8
It's sad to look at Warren County's judicial sys-
tem and see that it's not concerned with protect-
ing society, nor is it concerned with aiding’ the
_offender’'s rehab1l1tat1on. The judicial system is

- .being used as 4 means to obtain a "good record"

for furthering political aspirations, as I'm sure
is the-case with Mr. Odendahl. What a Rip-off]}
. William ,ﬁastings

Warren County Jail

—

Michael Thomas
. Owner & Manager

828-2114

3l2 ¢. Lee in Bloommgﬂm

4 blocks south of Washmgton Square IGA

Brenda

S | i Vickj
¢ JEWELRY . CLOTHING
MUSIC A PARAPHERNALIA

"OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday thru Friday 12-9

Safurday 10-9

Cindy

Cunday 12-6




' _and wrote a news story.

By holding a special board meeting without no-
tifying the press, the MEG Board of Directors -

violated the Illinois Open Meetings Act, March 8. .

Both the Post-Amerikan and Galesburg's daily
paper, the Register-Mail, were 111egally excluded
from the special meeting, wh1ch was held in -
Peoria.

I asked MEG bcard, chairperson Haroid Bosshardt
(who is also Bloomington Police Chief) why the
Post—Amer‘ikan wasn't notified as the law requires.

- "Oh, that was an executlve session, ! Bosshardt

rephed .

_(Executlve sessions are closed meetings, but they
_can by law be held only to discuss certain things,
like hiring and firing and buying land.)

But it wasn't an executive sess1on, anyway. Re—
porter Norma Cunningham, a Galesburg writer
for the Peoria Journal Star, attended the meeting
A regular fixture at
MEG meetings, Cunningham seems to be MEG's
favorite reporter. She treats MEG more sympa-
thetically in her stories than other daily news-
paper reporters do. '

E1ther MEG gave Cunmngham the legally required
special notice of the emergency meeting, or her
habitual MEG contacts somehow clued her in.

The Open Meetings Act requires public bodies, in~
cluding MEG, to give annual notice of their regular
- meeting schedule to those newspapers that request
it. . In addition, when a special meeting is called,
the press must get the same notice the board gets.
‘8o if board members get phone calls, the press
‘must get phone calls. If board members ‘get let-
ters, the press must get letters.

J

MEG's 1976 aimual report shows once again’

.that MEG 1is’ busting mostly young people,

People in their teens and early twenties,
and that MEG is virtually ignoring the hard
drugs it's supposed to go after. The report

“Was prepared by the Illlnois Bureau of- In—

vestigation. .
Out of 211 arrests in 1976, only 18 invol-
ved heroin or cocaine. (Reflecting an out-

- dated view of -the substances, IBI statis-

tics lump heroin and cocaine together. You
can't tell how many arrests are heroin, or
how many are cocalne.) :

Eleven of the 15 people arrested for del- =
ivering heroin or cocaine were 21 years old
or under. These are the tough street pushers
that Jerry LaGrow and his super€py chums

like t0 fantasize about busting.

~and .tranquilizers.

MEG does'recog'nizethe Post-Amerikan as a val-

id newspaper, as defined by the Open Meetings 5

‘Act. Bosshardt replied to the Post-Amerikan's

- formal letter of asking to be notified of meetings;
he sent the regular meeting schedule, and indicated
that he would follow the other rules of the Open

: Meetings Act.

But he didn't.

MEG has been unhappy with the Open Meetings Act
ever since reporters besides Norma Cunningham
have been commg to MEG's meetmgs.

MEG searched for a legal excuse to stop Post-
Amerikan reporters and photographers from at-
tending, -but couldn't find one.

Last November, MEG board members discussed-
adding a provision to the proposed MEG funding

bill that they wanted to free MEG units from having-

to follow requirements of the Open Meetings Act.

"Oh, you didn’t miss much, " Bosshardt assured -
me after I found out I'd missed the meeting. "All °
we talked about was how to get the twenty thousand
dollars.’

. Actually, it was ten thousand dollars, if the
- Peoria Journal Star report was right.

To balance its budget, MEG needed a commitment
of $10, 000 more in money or people power,  Pekin
police chief Don Smith agreed to donate an extra
agent for six months, and Knox County Sheriff
Peterson agreed to donate one of his- déput1es for
another six months.

But contrary to Bosshardt's claim, mioney . was
not-the only subject dlscussed at the illegally
held MEG meetmg.

Out of a total of 211 arrests, 110--more

than half--were people twenty-one or under.
IBI's report lumps the remaining arrests to-
gether as "over 21." You can't tell how old .
they are.  Many are likely in their early
twenties. : o

Fifty-four of MEG's 211 arrests were for
mari juana--about 25 per cent. This is down Ty
from last year, but still outrageously

higher than the 2% pot bifits considered

~-tolerable by the Illinois Law Enforcement
: Comm:_ssion. :

- Most of the remalnlng arrests are lumped i

together as "controlled substdnces." They
include drugs normally prescribed by doc-
tors, such as amphetamines, barbiturates
They also 1nclude ISD,
PCP, MDA, and others, .

‘

L

CABLE TV
- TELEPHONES
“ON US 51

CONDITIONED

" Amerikan:

* ed by doctors.

MEG breaks Open Meetings Act

Harold Bossha\rdt, MEG board
chairperson, and Bloomington
Chief of Police. -He may be .
facing thirty days in-jail.

‘Board members also expressed resentment about

a recently published long three-part series on

MEG that appeared in the Peoria Journal Star.

(Though Norma Cunningham usuzlly covers MEG
for the Journal Star, she didn't wr1te the senes
MEG was so upset about,)

Board members ‘also discussed their chances of -

-getting the MEG funding bill passed quickly and

the annual statistics for the other six Ilinois MEG
units. And those are only the items of dlscussmn '
which ended up: getting reported by Cunningham in

the Peoria Journal Star-=there could be more.

The Open Meetings Act provides criminal penal-
ties--up to 30 days:in jail--for officials found
guilty of violating it.

How many of MEG's arrests involve. drugs
that ‘have a "legitimate" medical use?. You
can't tell from the arrest statistics., ‘
However; a 11st of purchases in 1976 break
.the drugs into more categories. Not count-
ing heroin and cocaine, 85% of the rest of
the controlled substances MEG bought were
barviturates and amphetamines--drugs used
(with doctors' ‘approval) in: the mainstream
of American life,

So once again, MEG's statistics support the’
statement published repeatedly in the Post-
MEG mostly busts people in their
teens or early twenties, arresting them for
marijuana or for drugs frequently prescrib-
Few MEG busts involve the
so~called "hard" drugs.




"Save the parkl”

For once, City ‘Hall heard a popular
rallying cry, and Bloomington's
Ewing Park will be safe--"forever”--
from attack by developers' bulldoz-
ers.

And -the victory was won at a trﬁly’f - i . Park
public hearing, held March.lhk at ' I
City Hall. - : i ' ,

10 aceres

--A hearing that saw the-largest

turnout (200-plus defenders of the
park) -in at least four years. .

--A hearing that saw the city coun-
cil unanimously reject a proposal :to
sell or trade over half of Ewing :
Park supported by City Manager William
vail -and Parks Director Glen Ekey.

The popular movement to save the park
had begun two weeks earlier when the
Pantagraph first reported Ekey's
plans. . ' h ;

park,

trade or sell.

The main points in Ekey's argumenfs,
as he'presented it over the two-week i ;
controversy, were: . - money to turn Ewing into a "commun-

s : ity" park an T ’ '
~--That the park is not used enough yh par yway ]
to justify the c¢ity's costs in main- '

N

Ewing Park- Complex

The map shows the three parts of Ewing
The shaded area is the part City
_Parks Director Glen Ekey wanted to -

The newer area between those two

parts was called Ewing Park III- during .

the two-week controversy. Park III
is mostly an open grassy area with-

taining it., (He: said that mowing

--That the park should be a small =
‘"neighborhood” park serving only the’
area within a half mile of the park
instead of a."community" park which
would serve- people within a. 2-to=5-
mile radius. (Ekey, using federal
definitions of parks, argued that
Normal's "community” Ash Park serves
most of the same area that a "com-
munity" Ewing Park could serve.)

...~ --That the part of the park that he
alone ‘costs the ¢ity $5000 per year.)

" uable that the city could get a bet-

“The older parts, Ewing Park I and
-Ewing Park II (see map), were don-

few trees (although local .residents
had offered to _plant treestat their
own expense). - T

wanted to sell or trade was so wval-
ter and larger park elsewhere, pos- c
sibly in the. southwest part of town. Even before Park III was purchased

] - ~ .from private developers in 1968,
Ekey wanted to sell 23 acres of the - the city had grand plans for the
Lh2-acre park. These 23 acres were park’s "development”--including a :
the most recent additions to the swimming pool and ski slope. These -
Ewing Park compleXx. - _ 'Plans helped the city get a federal
: grant for half of the $148,194 pur-
chase price, . )

--That the city doeSn'tvhave enough

@f@ ‘“ —
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e This Park

Bureaus of Outdoor Recreation have -to
approve any sale or trade., ' The feder-
al agency did tell Ekey a sale was
permissable if enough land were left-
to connect Parks I and II.
Despite all the grand plans,
little was done to
- Park--which may be

very
"develop" Ewing
Jjust as well.

Ekey says the lack
- to lack of moriey. Council mémber S.
S. "Joe" Schneider implied it was be-
cause the parks department was in a
"shamb¥es” when Ekey took it over
three years ago.

of action was due.

It has also been suggested that Sugar
Creek runnlng through the park makes
"1t impossible to "develop" all those
fancy recreational facilities.
~_not "economically- feasible"” to build
“the necessary bridge over Sugar
Creek.

That word "economics"” is the key to
~Ekey's approach to the controversy.
He thinks that if all other things
are equal, the city should use its
Timited funds to buy the largest and
most natural parks avallable.

These ideas led Ekey to éntertain.
offers from two. or three developers,
“one of whom was- Jack Snyder.

Snyder wanted Park TII and he might
have Veen willing to trade ‘a piece of
land along Six Points Road for it.
Snyder's land is wooded,  and Ekey'
thought 1t could be an "1nstant" park

Snyder, of course, would haye built
expensive houses on-Park IITI, which
» weuld mean that the land would not
likely ever be a park agaln. Scratch~
one park - §

“And Snyder, who has a.bunch of devel—
opments going all,over.town, would
have made a big profit. . (Among his
projects are: a shopplng center near
Zayre's; a-condominium ¢ffice build- .
“ingat Center and Washlngton streets,
~a subdivision: 1n southeasst Bloomlhg—
ton, and some “modular" homes in
southwest Bloomington.)

It"'s always bad news to lose. even
part of a park. But part of Ewing
Park would-have remained (Parks I )
and II and the unshaded strip in be-
tween, shown on the map).

And it might have been a good idea to
~have an "instant™ park in Snyder's
-modular development, since he's sure

to pack the reasonably priced homes

‘as close together as the law allows.

But "business” (or " economlc") argu-
ments are not the way to approach col-
lective questions, and they're espec--
ially out of place concerning parks.

Yet the city council didn't think so:
Schneider said-the city .should "dev-
.elop" Ewing Park or get rid eof it.
Richard Buchanan said a "truly Bloom-=

_ington" park would be better than one

right next to Normal where "neighbors

- from the north"” can so easily use it.
The councilmean business instincts
were theilr undoing, however.
Immedlately after the Pantagraph re-
vealed Ekey's plans, there . was an im-
~mense upsurge of opposition to the
poss1ble sale or trade.

" Residents organized the Ewing Park
Association and began an immediate
campaign to save the whole park.

By: the time of the publie hearing,
none of the council members were

willing to oppose the more than 200
park sUpporters and their 3572-sig~-
‘nature.petition in favor of sav1ng—5
the park :

But the victory was marred by the
many things that went unsaid. (See
adjoining story also.) :

For instance, the possibility of keep—
ing all of Ewing Park and buying part.

-

It is

These people are- typical members.of the largest crowd to
attend a Bloomington City Gouncil meeting in four years.-
More  than 200 people, mostly east-siders, '
City Hall to oppose a scheme to sell part of Ewing Park.

of’Snyder's southwest land was never

“taken seriously.

Also, “there was no challenge to the”
city's priorities for spendlng city
(that is, collectlve) money.

_No one asked why there's 01ty money
“to build a road--on short notice--
to Snyder's proposed shopping center
site  south of Zayre's.

No one asked why city money is build-

ing another of Snyder's proposed de-

'velopments for- people who aren't even

expected to live there before 1995

(see Post Vol.
while even Ekey admits that the city.

right now. -

showed up at

B

5, No. 10, p. 20)

needs another 45 acres of open space

No one asked why the city took.Sny—
der's offer seriously in the first
place, when it's clear that any or-
dinary person who wanted to swap a
subdivision lot for a piece of Ewing
Park would simply be ignored.

Why?. -
--D. LeSeure




l profession is all about..

"AtBHS %

Truants Sentenced
to Study Hall Jails

83

How do you make high school students go to
thelr classes?-
the answer- lS b351ca11y, "Jail them if they
don"t," .
The high school's policy is this: . If
students bulld up four truant (unexcused)
absences from a class, they are dropped
“ from-the class and must spend the time-in a
study hall instead. - They lose credit for
all the work in that class they've done so

far, and thus they must take the class over

© again if it's reguired for graduation.

According to Stan Holzhauer,. dean at Bloom-

“ington High, the purpose of the policy is
to- "get the student to accept the respons- -
ibility to meet his (sic) class on time...
in other words, to get the student to . -
‘accept his (sic) responsibility to get an
‘education.- And it is working, very well."

The question is, who's it workiné‘for? K

Not the student, probably. -Even if the
student who. would otherwise be truant. does
show up in class, his or her spirit won't
exactly have the eagerness needed to dredge
up scraps of wisdom and fact out of the .
dank puddle of busywork, bull, and boredom
of the typical high school classroom.

~

And no one even Eretends that the student
learns anything in study hall. Someone
(adnittedly, soméone who's kind of out of
touch) might argue that students study in
‘study hall, but:.the students who would study
there aren’t the type who®d be sentenced to.
very many of them, . And there ‘are students-

at BHS .who've worked their way down to some-~ '

thing like six study ‘halls and one class.
No one except those who've achieved stupid-
ity by an act of will-would. claim that a
truant ‘kid has enough homework to fill up
all that time. .

So it's clear that the study hall really E/

serves as a place where the person'is forced

. to go, to examine his or her: conscience and

declde that from now on he or she better

follow the rules--in other words, it semves
as a Jail. L
The policy doesn't work for the teachers®

benefit, either. . Any teacher will tell. you
that students who attend class under threat
are no joy to have there. Militant -apathy,
sullenness, and resistance to learning -

characterize the student who is just serv1ng“

time, ‘and these qualities can drain the

warmth and enthusiam of even the best .=~
teacher,
teathers with' conditions where they can do

their best work--instead, this pollcy makes
them into part-time Jallers.

And the teachers who must sit with study
halls are Jjailers even more.
can come from a hour spent purely as an’
authority figure, someone to keep the kids
in line when ‘they don't have any meaningful
work to doi The teacher feels betrayed,
disillusioned.” Is thls what the honored

At Bloomington High School, -

The administration showld provide ™

No fulflllment

N

Teachers and students both would probably
prefer suspension or expulsion as punish-
ment, for truancy. However; even administ-
rators caught on to the idea that letting

a kid out of school for wanting out of
school was ne -real punishment--so they
de51gned a system sure to make the of fenders,
and their teachers, miserable. .

Qur community should also ask what makes
truancy such a big problem to require

such drastic ‘and destructive "solutions."
If students hate going to class, why? fThe
BHS policy is a classic case of treating
the symptom and not the cause.

Hatred of classes doesn’t come down to bad
teachérs, with too many course preparations,
too many students per class, tno little
time to -prepare lessons, grade papers, keep |
up in their field, or just relax. It could
come down to the bitterness teachers feel
when they realize that half or more of -
thefir duties are paperpushing and prison
guarding~-duties that have nothing to do

s with their ideals as teachers and which
sometlmes,éln fact, are the opp051te of. -
their ideals. .

' YoU BETTER

“LEARN  SomeTHIN
1IN THAT Box,
DI i

Hatred of classes doesn't come down to bad

students, either. Many students who hate

' going to class.are -intelligent, eager, joy-

ous learners on the job, oh the basketball
court, on the streets--somewhere other than

. the confines of the conventional classroom.:

Other students who hate golng to class are
those who have weak backgrounds in reading,

“who' see nothing but humiliation and con-

fusion in their courses. . Others-are those
who get . depressed about what dreary messes
their high school classes are.

Yet Dean Holzhauer wants these kids to
“"accept their responsitility to get an
education." - I'd like to know, who ever

gave them this’ respon51b:|.1:|.ty'> Built

rlght into our schools is ‘the assumption
that students are irrespensible--that they
can't c¢hoose their own teachers, walk down.
the 'hall to: the bathroom, remember what they
learned, look out for their &wn safety, or
develop their own values without being-told
when, where, and how.-to do it by adults.

What if a BHS student did perceive a respon-
sibility to’ get an educatlon and .decided . -
that to fulfill it he or she needed to spend
a'day in the library, uninterrupted? Or
needed (gasp) a whole day to take his or her
motorcycle apart? Or-.needed to go to Spring-
field and demonstrate against nuclear power
plants? - Or neededto-go into the woods, take’
peyote, and see god?

Well, huff puff, says Holzhater and’ his

crew, YOU have to take the respon51b111ty,
but WE get to define what education is.
Now go. to your study hall,

—-Phoebe Caulfield

At Local Schools

Police

In -the late 60's, the only schools
that welcomed police officers into
their halls were' those deeply in
trouble, where students' and:teach-
ers' physical safety was in danger.
However, today the high schools in
our community are not dangerous
places--and yet they've become a
regular beat for local cops.

At Normal Community High School,
Bloomington ‘High School,” and
Bloomlngton Junior ngh School;
police "counselors" are a part of
- the school's everyday staff.

Bloomington High police counselor,
William Rusk; said in an interview
that his job was. created in. 70-71;
during the "race riots" at Bloom-
ington High® School.
" He says that the purposes of having
‘a police counselor in the school
nowadays are- "'just to ‘talk to kids
that come in with personal problems
. 0or legal questions," and to credte
friendlier relations. between police
and teensagers.. He is there from
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. five days a
week for these purposes. R
Rusk clearly does not perceive his
job as anti-student or as police spy
on teepagers. He sees his role as. ,
important and beneficial to the stu-
dents.

But many people, incluoing myself,
are disturbed. about this role.

First of .all; talking to kids that
come, in with personal problems sounds
1Lhummy arid ‘harmless. But whén we :
asked Officer Rusk what counselor
training the police-counselors have
he had to ‘admit, ”Actually, none.

" He said the title is just a Job
description.’
leading one.

But it:is a very mis-

" counselor,

The school does have. trained people

to discuss personal problems with the

'students——guldance counselors. If

these people don't have time to coun-
sel all the students who need help,
why not hire another trained guidance

instead of letting an
amateur handle it?

Sécond comes the police counselor's
handling of legal questions. I per-
sonally think that a student wduld
have to be pretty dumb to-ask a cop
about any touchy questions of legal-
lty, but let's pretend that it could
happen, anyway

; ;»vi ~ ‘ A iggjtf;



vf_To prove his point,

Police do have some knowledge of the"

law, of course. Officer Rusk did men-
‘tion though, . that he doesn't always -
have the answers ‘to students' legal
questions. . He checks them. out and
gets back. to-the student with the
‘answers later. .

A legal adviser would®be a great
thing.to have in a high school--but’
wouldn't it make more sense to have
the:adviser be a member of the legal
profe551on'7 A lawyer or paralegal
would know the ins and outs of the
law better, and students would ‘dis-
cuss matters-more freely than they
would with a police officer, who
-they might fear would use their
questions against them later. -~

. If Officer Rusk is .concerned with
students knowing their legal rights,
he's surely at odds with the BHS
powers. 1In 1973, a BHS teacher let
his students read the Post-Amerikan

in class after they finished taking

a test.  Stan Holzhauer, Dean, called
the teacher  into his office and chewed
him.out. = He said the Post was an
-attempt to subvert authorrty

‘Holzhaler p01nted
out a column in the papet titled
"Legal Street Sheet,” which consisted
of ‘questions and answers about people's
legal rights.  The information was
from a booklet titled A Citizen's )
Guide to the Law, which had been pre-
pared by a legal aid class at ISU.
The Bloomington Police were helping
- to distribute free copies of it,
and the Post Amerikan was repr1nt1ng
a chapter each issue; as a public
service. - T
This information“about citizens' le-
gal rights, 'Holzhauer sdid, was an
attempt to subvert duly constituted
authority, because its only purpose
was to arm kids with technicalities
. that they could use to g;; around
authorlty‘ e

So BHS 1is not very llkely to go out'-yf,‘

of its way to provide students:with;’
excellent legal advice,. and Offlcerf’
Rusk is not llkely to- be in a p031—
tion to give it even 1f he could

The third purpose Offlcer Rusk men--"
tioned was service ‘to the police qand
the community by improving police/
teenager relationships. Officer ~
Rusk ;said that the department wanted
the kids to know that police officers._
are people ''to- go -to rather than run
from." N .

for police améng teenagers

- minal offense.

""an' eyewitness report;

f ounselors”
S Juggle Roles

He's talklng about building up trust
" My reply
to this is that it's only ethical to
promote trust in a group that is
actually trustworthy--and most of us

‘know very well that the Bloomington

Police Department has members who
would gladly exploit a kid"'s trust in
them to gain information on the kid's
friends and associates, or even on.
the kid him-or.herself. The result -
of the kid%s trust might be frlend—
lessness, jail, or both.

Actually, I suspect that both the

" police department and the high school

have other purposes. for the police
counselor's presence that Officer

.. Rusk llsted-—perhaps purposes that
.-he's .not even aware of

Stan Holzhauer at least, used the

- police counselor this. year for his own

personal reasons. SR

Holzhauer‘had awakened one day to find
that someone had driven over his lawn
1n the night, tearing it up. ' Holzhau-
er's neighbor's son said that he had
seen what looked like 'a certain BHS
student’s ¢dr driving around in the
neighborhood . - the night before.

On this shaky evidence, the accused
BHS student was yanked eut of class

a couple days later and questioned by
the police "counselor" about. the 'van-
dalism. He hadn't heard about )
Holzhauer's ruined lawn, so he couldn't
even figure ‘out what the cop was

talking about at first. The cop

never read him his rights, although

he was questioning him ahout ‘a cri-

‘He also-told the:
teenager that-he was operating on -~ -
" which was
not true, s'ince the accuser never
claimed to see the car drive across
Holzhauer's lawn anyway. -‘Also, he
would not tell the'accused student who
this alleged witness was.

Y

The accused student's mother was up- -
set about the ‘incident. She called
the police counselor, who never

seemed to be available of to have :
time to call her back. So she called
Bloomington Police. Dept., where they

.will only call a student in
_student is already named in

fallure to respond to hlS " chummi-
ness. o
AAll‘ln all, it seems that Officer

"SKOOL
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assured her that her son's rights were
respected. The department called
back the next day and told her that
the police "eounselor" never ques-
tioned her son--only reprimanded him
and told him to drive more carefully.

Even if. that were true, the son was in-
nocent and needed no reprimand from,

the police. The mother pointed out,
"If someone drove over my lawn, I
wouldn't have the police at BHS at

my disposal to c¢heck out all my wild
suspicions about the students.”

But Holzhauer, since he does have the
pollce offlcer at his disposal,

didn't hesitate to use him--and the
pollce department cooperated in this
misuse of power.

Officer. Rusk told the Post, however,
that he tries not to do’ pollce work,
like arrests and interrogation, at
the high school. He claims that he
if the
a crimi-
nal complaint at-the police depart-
ment. - This-was clearly not .the case
in the Holzhauer incident. Perhaps
he convenlently forgot about that,

" since it doesn't fit in with his

idea of his job..
Officer Rusk ‘also.claims that ‘he is
not there to narc on students,; and

., that_he will only do something about .

drugs if he sees a flagrant violation:
Some BHS students though say that
the police ' 'counselor"
“have little talks" with students: who
he suspects of drug -use--and that his
suspicions are sometimes based on.
student rumor, or. on-a student s.

Rusk's glow1ng ana1y31s of his job.and

.its-purpose doesn't always correspond

w1th its realities.

. --Phoebe Caulfield

Back Porch

404 N. Main St,

Bloomington
- 828-7714

We now have newspapers,
magazmes, paperbacks, -
candy, coffee, and tobacco,
. besides the antiques and
:handcrafted articles we
have always carrled

does sometimes.
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"I do:agree this textbook -has a .
‘bias, TI've disecovered the same -
thing in-other texts. High school
students get a pollyanna view of
the world in general." :

: --a BHS teacher

Every year more -than 400 students
take ‘a one-semester government
course at Bloomington High School.
They have no cholce: -the state re-
‘quires that they take government
class for graduatlon.

For each of the last six years, 400
students have studied Magruder's .
American Government; a textbook that
gives them a grossly unreal view of |
their government.

There is simply no question that

Magruder's is biased.
people who now teach government at”

dis-
or'no bias

bias" (on a three-part scale:
tinet blas, slight bias,
at all).

"1nadequate” in comparison to other
available government texts.

At,its most innocent; Magruder's
pretends that the ideal of govern-
ment of, by 'and for the people is
an actual fact.

[y

It ignores whole popular movements
and omits thousands of facts that-
don't fit its image of America.
it distorts history to make the
United States look like the world's
great white hope.

Lies

Lies are usually hard to pin down.
because history and government, like
everything else, can be explained.
t 'different ways. . But Magruder's does’
offer lies as truth,’ For example:

And

--"The state has. not been the tool of
the dominant class in the non-commu-
t nist world."  {(p. 23)

laad

N,

Both of thej.,'

BHS agree:that the book has’'a "slight
- try.

One teacher flatly rates the book as

At its most guilty, Magruder s lies.

really deal with women's ‘issues,

- Union.

(Is that why laws favoring corpera- -

- tions are passed exactly the way cor-

porate lawyers write them?  Is .that
why people from the Kennedy, Johnson
‘and Nixon administrations dominate
the "new"” Carter government?)

-~ --“The economic gap between workers

and owners has narrowed almost to
the point of extinction, especlally
in the United States."™ (p. 23)

(Is that why Nelson Rockefeller could.
spend several million dollars. of his
own family's money on his political
campalgns? Is that why farmworkers
fight corpordte agrlbusness in Cali-
forn1a°)

By the way, all quotes are from the
53rd edition of Magruder's as revised
by William A, McClenaghan and pub—
lished by Allyn and Bacon, -Inc., in
1970, That means students have been
asked (or forced)to learn lies for

at least 53 years,

Missing Truths

It should already be clear: that
Magruder's likes the U.S. just the
way it is. That means it supports
the big busipess and big money in-
terests that have controlled the
country at least since the civil war..

Obviocusly, sqme things don't fit into
Magruder's picture of a perfect coun-
Things like protest movements.
S0, the text forgets to mention. such
things as the women's, the labor and
the anti-imperialist movements--de-
spite ‘the fact that all these move-
ments have been trying to change the

-U.S. government throughout the last

century : .

Perhaps the worst of these lies by
omission concerns the women's move-~
ment, which has strong, indisputable
roots going back to the anti-slavery
moévement., .

For instance, Magruder's index has
only 12 entries under "women." -But
don't imagine that those entries

The
index mentions women only because the
publisher knows it has to.

For instance, three of the 12 entries
refer to.the League of Women Voters
and the Women's Christian Temperance
The only reason the references
are listed is because of the word
"women" in the groups' titles.

The real spirit of Magruder's treat-
ment of women .is captured in this
quote:

LTS

'

7 09 W Zmﬂt

_ Luxembourg in 1965."

~ the government,

of. ..

~"Mr. Johnson appointed our first

Negro ambassador--also a woman--to
That's the
whole reference to women on page 326.

Here are some other examp}es of lying
by leav1ng out truths

--The women s suffrage mOvement is '
dismissed, without mention of its
raiical; organized character, in

three sentences.
w

--Nowhere in Magruder s six-page dis-

- cussion of labor history -and labor-law

is the Industrial Workers of the World

mentioned, ‘even though it was one of
the most important--and radically
anti-capitalist--unioh movements.

The text does mention the less radical,

Knights of Labor, and it spends a
couple of pages explaining laws that
reduce the power of unions.

--Nowhere does'the text mention the

national controversy over imperial-

ism. that followed the Spanish- American.

war, although that public challenge
to imperialist land-grabs. was as im-

portant then as the debate on Vietnam’

in the 1960's and 1970's. Magruder's
does have a whole chapter ("The

.American Empire,"” pp. 584-99) devoted
- to justifying and glorifying expansion

and thewofficialJU.Sf empire.
——Nowhere does Magruder's examine the
vast influence of corporations on

and its discussion

of" the influence of private wealth is
limited to a few paragraphs about

the supposed progress made in con-
trolling campaign contributions.
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"AND DAMN LIES™

Pretty clearly, Magruder's is anti-
woman and anti-laber but pro-business.
It has a bias in favor of imperial=
ism and capitalism--a bias which
leads it to a dangerous super=patri-
our country ig-always-right
viewpoint. =

. . Distortions

In order to justify this bpias,-
-Magruder's indulges in a consistent
pattern of distortion, a pattern that
is clearest In its discussions- of -
U.S. foreign policy. For example:

"We ‘had hoped to work with the. .
Russians through the UN- to build
the ‘peace ‘after World War II.:

It was soon clear, however, that
the Communists had not abandoned

» ~their plans of world domlna—'

- tlon.... (p. 340) -

. "...In the hope of preventing
World War III, communist en-
troachment had to be stopped
somewhere, and soon; there is
no telling how far it might-
have gone had South Korea not
been defended.... (p. 342)
_"...Through the years of the
Cold War we have waged a con-
tinuing struggle against the
threat of international com- -
munism. Our .chief.antagonist
-in this fight to preserve and,
eventually, extend the limits
of the free world has been--
and today remalns——the Sov1et
Union...." " (p.348) , -

Notice that the book says it -is all
right for the U.S. to expand the
"free- world® (that part dominated
-by the. U.S.) but that the Russians
are eévil for seeking *"world domin-
ation.”™  ¥Yet, the logical result of
expansion of the "free world” is
~"world domination”--by the U.S.
stead of the U.5.5.R.-

in-

Even though thHe 1970 edition was
published several years after a maj-
ority of the U.3. people-began to.
oppose the war in Vletnam, Magruder s
repeatedly defends that war., .
Bven though -the people wanted the war
stopped, the people*s governmerit is
right, according to Magruder's, in
'show1ng the world that it "is ready
and willing to fight to preserve
freedom wherever and whenever 1t be-
comes necessary.” . .(p. 344) B

In every case, Magruder's pretends

that the selfish position of the U.S.
is thée only right p051tlon. It pre-
tends that the U.S. iIs always right,
never wrong. I ‘

~The key to this lle, of course,; ‘is
the word "freedom.” Magruder's uses
"free" to-'mean capitalist or free en-
terprise economics, but sometimes:

"‘1t s Just a word to describe a U,S,

ally. " Thus South Korea, Natlonallst
China, and other dictatorships are

"free." ;
(Freedom is a.good thing, but free-
dom ought. to mean something more than
a. ruthless freedom for some people to
make as much monéy as possible, re-
gardless of the cost in human suf—
ferlng

®

Since the U.S. is always ready to-

- fight for "freedom," Magruder's -
naturally says that free enterprise
is the best economic system: Not
only the best, but dlso the one
everxbody should use: ‘

"One needs only to look at the

great achlevements and the

standard of living of the Amer-

ican people to see the advan-

tages of our economic system. :
We view trerds toward national- -
ization and socialism in other .
countries with grave mlsglVlngs.

We believe that a -well-regulat-

ed capitalistic system——one of

free choice, individual incen-

tive, private enterprise--ig

the best guarantee of the better

life for all mankrnd " (p. 17)

After that kind of simple‘mlnded dis-

tortion, there should be gan Exxon ad
en the-next page. An ad telling us
how great the o0il companies are for
making huge investments (ang profits)
overseas, how 1t makes America strong-
er or some such nonsense.

(Contlnued on followlng page)
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 LIES

,« CON-T.-

Magruder's of course, ddesn't mention
forelgn investments or admit-to any.
kind of exploitation. 'Nor does it ex-
plain how the U.S. fights to preserwve
“freedom" so that U.S. corporations .
won't lose billions of dollars-when
foreign governments nationalize in-
dustries in attempt to help their

own people.

NI

But the worst part about that last
quote "is the line about "a better 1life
for all mankind, It's similar to

the battle cry of Christian mission-
aries who want to convert everybody--
whether those people want to be
Christian or not.

Overall, Magruder‘snolaims of: U.S.
superiority add up to a very dangerous
attitude:’  Since. the U.S. is superior,
everybody should be like. the U,S.
That's what that-last quote says.

But what is the difference between

a phildgsophy  that c¢laims that every-
hody should live under capitalism and’ .
a philosphy that claims that everybody
should  1live under Russian commun1sm°
Nothing, because neither system is
perfect. Both lie, cheat and steal

for the benefit of the rulers.

The real problem is that this bias
leads to a kind of blind, racist na-
tionalism.  We already know perfectly—
well what ideas-like that lead to,
They lead to wars llke Vletnam.‘/'

NN

That's not an oplnlon° that s a fact.
(Remember, Magruder's itself tells us
we must be "ready and willing to fight
to. preserve ‘freedom:(sic) wherever
and whenever it becomes necegsary.

This book wants us todie:for ‘the
greater glory of the corpsrations. and
the wealthy men who:run “them. )

The outlines of Magruder 's bias are
clear: it favors corporatlons,_growth
and 1mper1a11sm——1n short the ~powers
that be. .

“Although Magruder s never goes s0 far
as to actuzlly change the’ words in
the Constitution (it comes.quite close
on page 267), its plcture of the U.S.
government is close“to pure flctlon.
Only one* questlon remains: Is the
fantasy merely polryana -like or .is S
1t 1984 o

(For a few answers and some guesses,
see ad301n1ng stories.)

--D. LeSeure N

C reepl ng

It's no accident that Magruder s American Gov-
ernment made it into BHS classrooms. The ac-
cident would be if it, or one of its similarly bi-
ased fellows, hadn't appeared there.

- The reasons for thése low expectations lie in the
selection process, which basically has three
© parts: . :

——Selection by the teaohefs;

-—Approval by the school administrators and -
the school board. ;

——Production by the publishers.
BHS has used Magruder's for six or geven years
and may soom get a new government text. Ifit -

does, this. is how it will happen:

" The tehchers who. teach government will recom-
mend a new book, which most likely will be the

- book that their Lead Teacher (department chair-

person) will recommend to the school administra-
tion.

From there, District 87 administrators vvill have
to approve the book and recommend it to the
- school board, which has the final--absolute--say.

Ordinarily, this process is pretty automatic, which
means that the. book the teachers want is-likely to
be the book the school board buys. But there are
limitations.
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First, there is the problem of money. BHS would
have had a new text this year except for an ap-

- parent policy to limit each department to onc new
book per year. This year BHS.got a new world
history book because the old one was ever older -

+ and worse ‘than-Magruder's.

In any case, money talks: all books must be used
for five or six years for "'economic'' (or business)
reasons. i

The chain of command is also a problem. Any of
the people who have to approve the teachers' chosen
book eould reject it. This means that in the some-

" what unlikely instance that someone recommended
a ''"radical" textbook--or even one that challenges

conventional patriotism--it would almost certainly .

be rejected--if anyone aloiig the 11ne actually ex-
amlned it. :

That may seem 11ke a cynical v1eWpo1nt but take
note of how many former athletic coaches hold
high places in local school district administration.
Coaches are not known for their progressive ideas
(maybe because they swallowed the competition
ethic hook, line and sinker).

Nor is the administration the only obstacle to non—
sexist, or generally progressive, textbooks.

School boards, like every other unit of local gov~
ernment, are dominated by middle and upper
class males-+usually by successful businessmen. .

There’s notliing imore
hwmiliaring than having
to ask permission to lay
an egg. Ask any duck.
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The Road

Now, successful businessmen are seldom rad1cals.
They almost always think they made it on their

.own--the hard way--and yery few of them are
_ hkely to challenge the status quo.

P

S . .
The Unit 5 school board, for instance, -hates the .
idea of even talking to its teachers. When the
board finally did agree recently, by a 3-2 vote,.

to talk to the Unit Five Education Association

(the teachers' "union"), it insisted that there

.~wasg to be nothing resembling negot1at1ons--no

talk of sa1ar1es, working cond1t10ns, ,recog'rﬁtmn
of the union.. N

In other words, Magruder sis the school board'

- kind of book.

Remember, too, that the school board has absolute

_power over the schools ’between elections--at

1east short of court action. - If board members
oppose something, it's f1n1shed

v Now it's time to look at-the problem from another

end——publ—ishers' énd.

First, the pubhshmg industry (11ke a11 major in-

» dustr1es) has become increasingly concentrated in

~-recent years.

This means-that while there may

- ‘be three companies selling three different books, .

there is really only one corporation owning all
three. That tends to reduce the selection of

- books to a bunch of books that are all very similar.

: 'Second, corporations, and especially big corpor-

ations, are usually pretty satisfied with the way -
things are. That means that corporations tend

" not to publish books that challenge the status quo--
- unless there's a lot of money in 1t which there

usually 1sn't

.~ _compete fiercely.

To The

Third, corporatxons and the editors who work for ‘
them know about the kind of people who sit on

~ school boards. . Theré's a lot of money in public

school textbooks, and cqrporations want as much
of that money as they can get. So, they publish
texts that are acceptable to businessmen.

Finally, since there is a lot of money at stake, the
corporations that dominate the textbook markets
But that doesn't create variety--
unless it's the kind of var1ety that NBC, CBS and
ABC offer as TV entertamment.

‘All of th1s-—adrmn1strat1ons, school boards, ~and

corporations- (all run by men)--adds. up to a pret-

* ty dismal picture. Adds up, in fact, to Magruder's

American Government.

- BHS students,ﬂ though, majr be lucky and get a:

good textbook next year. They certainly will get-

a better beok, unless the administrators orthe
school board refuses to buy the book their teachers
recommend,

But good luck is not enough.

Fortunately, there is a remedy available. It's
called democracy.’, (It's not a total cure but it's
gotta help. ) :

Teachers and students should- have the dominant -
voice in how. schools are run. The school board
cdn still pretend to represent ta.xpayers if it must
--but it should not run the- schools .

{

Classroom

Right. Author1tar1an control of schools by bus-
inéssmen must end. It's an outrage. ‘There is no

‘democracy when every democratic institution is

dommated by the same 1nterest--money.

‘What does money do to educatlon? It tra1ns
"people to have faith in cap1ta11sm and to follow
orders. Absurd.” My corporation right or wrong. -

’

No.

Imagine, instead, the schools as real “traihing
grounds for genuine, local, participatory de-
mocracy. '

Sure, schools run by teachers and students will s
need more teachers, but the present system is =~
SO short of teachers that it's a disgrace. At BHS,

" teachers must teach all six 55-minute per10ds

five days a week.

Besides, there are some ways democracy could
save money. -Eliminate all varsity sports, most
administrators, school board members' expense
accounts. Stop buying expensive, depersonalizing
audio-visual equipment. Machines and coaches
teach damn few useful, human things.

And bes1des that money should not be the dec1d1ng
factor in educat1on.

) End‘t_he business dictatorship in education now!
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Five years of the Post—Amerlkan.
toAbelleve, isn t 1t° g .

An elght page, black and white paper -
has grown to over 30 pages, appears
regularly, and now uses color. Big
] changes. -

Prlntlng quallty has 1mproved photos
- are sharper,.and the written word is
more polished.

'Big‘changes.‘

But- some things haven' t changed The
. angry militance against an unjust war
and ‘a megalomaniac president that
produced ‘the Post isg still present
Except now, much of that energy is
directed against.injustice here ‘in
town--dagainst bankers, landlords
and bosses; against cops who think
with ‘their billy clubé; against se-
cret police spies.-lurking undercover.

Another thing hasn't changed. People
who read and write the Post dream of
a new tomorrow--a tomorrow without

.. bosses, sexism, division and hatred.
"A . tomorrow that we the people control
for our own welfare. ;

We're proud of five‘years of strug-
gle,»but we still ain't satisfied,

- and we're‘going. to contlnue shaklng
the rottlng tlmbers of a Sle 50
01ety. :

‘ Wlth‘great pleasure, we brlng you
" this fifth anniversary issue.. Be-

s1des the usual local news and events,

it contains some special extras: a
look at our past both distant and

“recent, and.a fantasy tr1p into ‘the
poss1ble future.

a smteen-page specnal sectlon
‘fr-merlkan o
|Fifth Anniversary |__ ‘
’L\_l_lsmns of the Past and Future

IPost =i

look again.

. talked of forming cooperatives,
-slave revolts,

_ events. today. -
10 begin discovering their own pasts.

: 7,trodden natives,

“the battle, .
~-music and sharing to keep golng an--

Iooks like a sleepy, serene
mmumty S : =

— 92”:/;?’
= = < e =
ﬁ%@zﬁsz"ia >
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‘Many of us in the 60's and 70's felt
‘we -‘were a whole new wave,

something
the world had never seen before. We

: smash-
ing the state, fighting for racial

and sexual equality and ending war,

Few of- us realized that our dreams
and- demands were not new. For cen-
turies, Americans have fought for the
same things in a battle begun before
the Revolutionary War and fought.

by black slaves, women, and laborers.

This story of struggle is recorded in
sit-downs, strikes and-
protest marches. This story rarely
appears on the surface of skool-
~tatught American history, that grand
panorama of presidents and money-
hungry potentates: It lies submerged;
we have-to look for it.

" The recent best-seller and television

drama "Roots" woke up the nation.

Many .of us were shocked; many of us
just nodded our heads, seeing similar
"Roots"™ excited people.

Who were my ancestors?

What was their
life llke°

o

Most of us would find a story similar

to "Roots." A story of struggle and’
survival, of chdined slavery and wage
slavery, of huddled 1mm1grants, down=

and whlp ~lashed
backs

Yet somehow people survived, keeplng
alive their spirit no. matter how hard -
finding joy in their love,

other day.’

!_“:::

/

With this in mind, we've.recalled
some. forgotten. stor1es of ‘American

hlstory, dramas which took place here

in Bloomington, They include a
nationwide worker's rebellion, .an

87-year-old woman who sparked action

in our city, and a long struggle—
against the unwritten segregation of
Central Illln01s.
We look at the recent past w1th
photos of marches and celebrations
collected from the Pést's files, and
a look at our own beginings.

Inspired by the past, we look toward
the forseeable future. What. changes
have to be made in' our lifestyle to
escape alienation and ecological
suicide?” What communities can we
build that follow ndatural rythms?
How can agricultural Central Illinois

-.be saved from pestlcldes and nuclear
power plants?

Included here .are imaginative blue-=
prints-and sketches for balanced eco-
‘communities, beginning with a com-
parison of our present order with a
possible balanced and sane future.‘

Five years-isn't
represents a big
-lives. Who's to
Post-Amerikan in

that‘long, but-it
prart of our young
say if there's a :
our future? That. .
isn't important. What is crucial is
that we find joy and meaning in our -
struggle, and to that struggle we
dedicate ourselVes. '"Cause we still
ain't:satisfied. - , SR

- look again...

100 years ago...,.18
60 years ago.....20
55 years agO.s. .23
50 years ago. . .sel2
40 years ago.....22
30 years ago....:26
25 years ag0...».18
15 years ago.:..23
10 years ago..:+s26
5. years .ag0..es 27
the past 5 years.....24

Iook ahead".m
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—
o
o
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page 18

One hundred years ago. -
g 1877.
The nation had Just completed its Centennial cele-

bratlon, a bit of immodest self-congratulation
that had but one lasting result--popcorn.

-‘The newspapers excltedly featured reports of the )

VY.S. Army chasing (with an embarassmg lack-of
success) Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce Indlans

through the Idaho hills. ' . v

On slow days , the press fbaron,s- filled in with
bloodshed imported from the Balkan Wars.

. It was a good thing: there were plenty of distract-

- ions, for the'country was gripped by a severe
recession that was in its fourth year. Unemploy—
ment was kigh and wages were frequently cut.

Working p_eople_ had tried 'protest marches and had -

seen strikes aborted by blacklisting and firing of
participants. Fed up, it was no suprise thatin
July, 1877, the U.S. erupted with a.mdssive,”

spontaneous general stirike, marked by demonstrat-

ions, riots and a social take-over. Governments
and capitalists confronted mass action as strikers
took control of the natlon s largest industry, the
ra11roads.

The battle was lost, degenerating into riot and
destruction when employers called on the militia
(national guard) and U, S. regulars to guard their
property. It would be many more years of
struggle before working people would be organ—
ized enough to win.

“The st’rike began quietly enough on July 16, in the
tiny Cumberland town of Martinsburg, West

-Virginia. Word went out over the B&O Railroad
that a wage cut of 10% would take effect immed-

- iately.” Rail workers across the country bad

expected the cut and had attempted to organize
a strike earlier in the month but had been de-
feated by the compames.

" That failure left the Martmsburg workers no
choice but to take matters into their own hands.
So they refused to take trains out, allowing only
~passenger and mail trains to pass. Martinsburg,
- nestled in the mountains, effectively blockaded
the east-west mainline of the B&O.

' The railroad's reaction was immediate; it at-
' tempted to move trains, forcing a violent con-

~ to West Virginia..

eneral

frontation with the strikers. Soon the. ‘militia v
was called, but many of its members were '
laborers themselves and sympathetic to the
strike. When West Virginia's state militia
failed to break the strike, 300 federal troops
were sent, and the trains ran again.

Strikers pull scabs from a
train in Martinsburg, W. Va.

 But the company bad not yet won. All laborers

were affected By the recession, so those trains
didn't get far. Coal miners, canal workers and -
the unemployed, both black and white, poured
from the hills and derailed the trains.

This pattern, of a strike beginning in one indus- -
try and spreading throughout the workingfolk,
was the norm across the country. ' In this hap-
hazard, spontaneousfashlon, the strike spread,-
soon closing down all industry.

"Therefore let the clashlng of arms
be heard:..in view of the rights and
in the defense of our families we

" shall congier,; or we shall die.".

Piedmont, W, Va. Miners' Leaglet

With trains unable to move, President Rutherford
B.. Hayes called up the Baltimore militia to go
But the people of ‘Baltimore
stoned the troops in the streets, preventing them
from reaching the train station. Baltimore had
joined the strike. - S

~,

. to. move trains. ‘ : g
_but both were sympathetic to the railway work-

trike

: P1ttsburg, ina s1m111ar, spontaneous fashlon, be-
‘came the strike center on July 20. The Pennsy-:

Ivania Railroad, largest-industry in the state,
had cut wages earlier in the month:and on July

.20 announced it would begin running "‘double-

headers''--two trains in one,  with more cars.

.The action meant fewer workers and more-dan-

gerous condltlons.

The P1ttsburg workers "'sat down" and refused
Militia and police were called,

ers, as were the steel workers who soon Jomed

", the walk-out.

N I
"It's a question of bread or blood,
and we're going to resist.”

Andrew Hice, Pittsbung §lagman

. With the Pittsburg militia ineffective, the Penn-

sylvania Railroad asked for and got Philadelphia

Pontaqroph

The Bloemington Pantagraph,

always.known for its support

of the "people's struggle,

had these choice comments for

the strikers of '77:

"City of Pittsburg in the hands
" of Infuriated Demons"
"But it is in Pittsburg that the
madness of the strikers and. of
“the idle and lawless allies...has
attained its most dreadful devel-
opment;. . thus far. ...The ex-
cited and Turid dis dispatches that
"_reach us read more’ like the par-’
ratives of the orgies of a wild
.- Parisian mob of the First Revol-

ution than an account of the trans-
actions in an Amerlcan city in the

" late nineteenth century.

This gnarchy must be stamped‘out;
summarily and mercilessly. ...The

supremacy of the State authorities

‘must be maintained at any cost.”

] July 23
*ok khkk
“"In the City" . ?

"The loudest ‘declaimers agalnst

the methods adopted for the sup~

ression.of the riots are the sal-

oon leoafers, who have not dore an

honest day's work in six months...

These scalawags are on the alert
for anything that would give them

——— MRC—

;

Imagine a high-speed electric rail-
way, linking cities, towns-and rural
areas in a safe, clean and quiet
transportation network Imagine being
able to travel from Bloomington with-
out heeding a priVate automobile,

with regular service on th1s rail- " -
way.

Sonnd like an ecologiSt‘s dream?

In reallty, the system existed and

served our area for 47. years, before

Take a

growling automobiles and -greedy
bulldozers killed and buried it.

The Illinois. Traction Sys,tem‘once

linked. Bloomington with Peoria and
Decatur with 24 trains a day. The
complete system ran from St. Louis

‘Ride

on

1940's.  Service by then had been
reduced to six trains a day.

Our trip begins on -South Madison
Street, in the Traction's depot, '

which is now Capodice Produce. The
-replacing

the

For those of you who've always wondered,
.. the device at the top center of this car

is a Pantagraph. This photo was taken

on the Bloomington-Peori# line before

1911. :

to Springfield, with branches to
Peoria and te Champaign-Urbana and
Danville. -

Sadly though, the Bloomington branch
closed Feb. 22,.1953, and on June:
12, 1955, trains to Champaign and
Peoria stopped; March 3, 1956, saw
the last of the St. Louis-Spring-
field service, and electric subur-
ban service out c¢f St. Louis ended
.on June 21, 1958.

The auto and its interstate highway
‘had strangled a great transportation
network..

24 Trains

At the system’'s height in the 20's,
there were 24 trains a day on the
‘Bloomington line, 12 departing
from Peoria and 12 from Decatur,

all pass1ng through Bloomington.
Conhections ‘were made at Morton for
‘sleeping car service into St. Louis
durlng‘%he nlght

All Aboard

To imagine this system, let's take
an imaginary ride, Some time in: the

depot had opened in 1941,

4

Climb aboard for
a ride into the past!




‘entry to their neighbor’s pocket

_indulged in by police and troops.of

.peat that- the really proper treat—

: stralght at the throwers of mlss.11e5,

‘militia on Saturday, July 22. ]’nfunated “the
people ‘of Pittsburg became a mob, scattering
the Philadelphians into the, countrys1de after an
armed encounter

Pillaging the Pennsylvania Railroad, 'lsittsburg

" - citizens emptied over 2, 000 freight cars, dis-

tributed the goods and set the cars afire.. The
ra11road lost $5 million worth of property, in-
cluding 104 locomotives.

"We must have our property.” .

Railroad officdial, Pittsbung.

' Federal troops were soon in Pittsburg, but by
then rail workers had struck in Buffalo, N.Y.,
Altoona and Scranfcon, Penn., Cleveland, Col-

umbus and Zanesville, ‘Ohio, plus Chicago.

" Strikes begun by black workers spread-to whites
in Louisville and Galveston. Hundreds of —
smaller towns on rail lines wére shut down.

in ~'7 4

sez

and- only ‘need ‘the assistance of a.
few of. the loud=mouthed vision-
aries, who talk about 'the equal
distribution of property' .to
organize a commune to gut and
ransack the city.”

* Kk ok kk

" ..in Chicago, ...there was a
great deal of the ‘paltry nonsense

uﬂy 25

shooting over the heads "®f the riot-
ers, firing blank cartridges and )
generally handing with tenderness
the creatures who were pelting

the guardians of the peace with :
stones and. brickbatss S

..;.Shootlng into a crowd is not

a thing to be lJ.ghtly or reckless-
1y doné, but' when it "become L
necessary to,shots should be f1red
at the mark, and-‘with steady aim.” -

‘ Juﬂy 28
* Ak ok kK

"We have already sa.rd, and we re-, &

ment “in ‘this’ sort of_case would have:
been a shower: of bullets, aimed:

but that prompt remedy not ‘having
been applied, the next best thing is
a v.zgorous turn of the legal screw.

Au.gwst T

‘Rocks N

.delivered food to the populace.

ion

By July 25, Chicago was. in a state of "war, " w1th
pitched battles taking place across the city.’

The strike then reached 1ts most orgamzed cul-
mination in St. Louis.

A "Workingman’s Party" had been politically
organized, largely by European revolutionary: .
exiles in St. Louis. 'After closing the railroads,
strikers marched through the streets, suecess-
fully calling out every other 1ndustry. LAt pol-
.itical rallies, speakers exhorted’ the strikers
toa c1ty—w1de take-over.

'Baltimore jorkers attack troops. )

Having successfully closed everythlng, the
strikers realized that providing essential .ser-
vices would maintain their credibility. So they . -
ran passénger and mail trains, bakéd bread and
“Then federal
troops arrived and the strike ended violently.

Chicago and East St. Louis were not the only
Illinois communities participating in the nation-
wide disturbances. In Bloomington, though not
affected by the wage cuts, rail workers sent

. page 19

in® 7.

a message of support to their fellows and won
a pay raise after mass meetings. Ten extra

"-policemen were on duty.

Braidwood had a miner's takeover and Peoria
large riots. Springfield, Urbana, Galesburg,
Rantoul, Effingham and Decatur all had rail
strikes. Miners and foundry workers went out
in Minonk, Rock Island and LaSalle-Peru.
Black roustabouts a.nd river hands walked out
in Cairo. : -

/ N
The U.S. Army and local militias were small
“and had te be rushed from city to city. Bus-
inessmen used the courts against strikers: strike
leaders were "kidnapped™ and hustled to Spring-
field, tried, andheld in Sangamon County jail
for the duration. - August found the Springfield
jail holding strikers from. Peoria, East!St.
Louis, Urbana, Decatur and Flora..

Since the strikes were disorganized and spotty,
so were the results. In some citie§, like "
Bloomington, Rock Island and LaSalle-Pert,
workers won demands. But in most places, .
especially when the military intervened, strikes
were supressed violently. Inplaces like St.
Louis workers captured the situation, but fal-
tered when the military arrived.

"all you have to do,...is to unite.
on one idea--that the workingmen ..
shall-rule the country. What man
“makes, belongs to him, and the
workingmen made this country.”

St. Lowis Strike Leaden

In the 1870's, industrial America was in raw
form. Workers were fresh off the boat or the
farm and were working as employees for the’
first time in their lives. Working life was un-
derpaid unsanifa‘ry, cruel and dangerous,

The strike had been dlsorgamzed but wol‘kers :
won -some demands’ and taught wage-cutters.a '
lesson. -- Workers and capitalists both- recogniz-
ed the power of united labor--a lesson not lost
in-the General Strike for the éfght~hour day in
1885,~the’ Pullman Strike of 1894, or numerous-
struggles:since then. - Though defeated, workers

spontaneously assumed control without needing
bosses. i

Many today call for "demoeratic*-workplaces and
the strikers of 77 proved commen people are
. competent and ready to direct their own lives.
--MgM"

|

»

IIIin ois

a statlon at Jefferson and Madison

) Streets

Our train 1s just one car, seating
about 55 people.: The Traction's
electric cars are large, about 56

- feet long, and were built about
1913-14. “Painted bright orange,
they feature large windows, with.
decorative: stained glass. The op-
erator sits in front, and there's .

~ Traction

.- flowers,

and‘soon leaves city streets for a
private right-of-way, running to -
-Decatur alongside today's U.S. 5L.

- Pastures flaunt bright spring wild-
their scent wafting through

open windows. :Rich, black earth
is being plowed, as stops are made

- » at-Hendrix, Randolph, Heyworth and

Wapella. -Anyone can flag the train
- down at a cross-roads. At Wapella,

Heading out on a‘fast run to Peoria, car 281
- 8wings around the Market & Center curve.

the depot still stands in 1977, a
small; brown brick building, just
. off 51

Contlnulng south, the train passés
through Clinton, Craig and Maroa.
At Maroa, on the south end of town,
51"s pavement is.very wide, then
suddenly narrows. The cars run
down the middle of the street here.
Emery, Forsyth and Decatur are the
remalnlng stops on the trip -

On-a scheduled Limited, elapsed time
for the journey was an hour and 35

- minutes. Trains.to.Peoria were
schéduled to make the trip in amn
hour and 15 minutes.” Slightly -
longer than an auto trip.today, but
without traffic jams, hassles or the

“worry of driving. We could sit back .

a baggage compartment ‘behind him. -
Then comes the sedting area, com-
plete with varnished Honduras ma-
-hogany wood 1nterlors and, green
plush seats:

With the conductor's-"All Aboard,"

¢ the train starts south on Madison,

and relax, read the paper or visit.
with nelghbors

The Traction was engineered by William

B. McKinley, a Champalgn banker.. In
1890 he began acquiring streetcar
systems . throughout Illinois,.

- Illinois Terminal Railroad:

-Monticello, I1l.

.system dccessible to. all;
~of their ability to own or drive a
car. ‘ e ‘

and be-

System.

tween_l900 and 1911 connected them
with 'a high-<speed electric railway.

He awned over 600 miles of track in

his Illinois Traction System, in-

cluding the Bloomington and Normal

Railway and Light Company.
U.S. Senator, Republican,
until his death in 1926.

" Rust in Peace

Phe Traction is now gonej; remalnlng

is the freight-only, diesel-powered
A few
cars still7offer silent-homage in
museums at St. Louis,-Mo., Union and
‘ and Worthingten,
Ohio, and the rustlng right-of-way
remains, a skelton connecting cities
and towns. .

\ . p
An occasional bus cruises the high-
ways that adjoin the Traction but
on a reduced schedule and without .
‘'service .to-rural areas. The four-
lane. interestate,; replete with
chicken palaces. and traffic roar,
has replaced two steel’ rails and a
humming copper-wire overhead,
regardless

He was -a
from 1921

The hum of traction motors flashlng

“trolley sparks and melodic air- chime

whistles. have been replaced bw.
snarling traffic, noxious pollution

and, automotive - roar -In Detroit, they
call it progress. MgM S




."Soldiers guard City," "Bloomington
scene of Wild Strike Riot" screamed
the Pantagraph headlines. Mobs roamed
downtown, assaulted strike-breakers
and destroyed private property. A
helpless mayor and sheriff telegraph-
ed the Governor, and soon 1,400 Nat-
ional Guardsmen were camped out on

the courthouse lawn,

‘The evening of July 5, 1917, was surely
one of Bloomington's wildest, an evening
of labor solidarity and mllltant anger,
incited by an obstinant streetcar com-
pany that refused to meet with striking
workers.

- It was also an evening that forced
the company to recognize the work-
ers' right to organize.

The Bloomington and Normal Railway
and Light Company (B&N) operated
streetcars, supplled some electric-
ity and sold appliances. It was
owned by Congressman William B,
McKinley of Champaign, who ran %4r.
streetcars throughout the state
under his Illinois Traction System
and founded the Illinois Power
Company. . B&N employed over 200
workers in town.

Strikes were not uncommon. There
had been one in November 1902, and
another unsuccessful one, lasting
over six months, in 1904, Street-
car men worked 9% hours a day, seven
days a week, for $1.75 a day.

Midnight Meeting

At a mldnlght meeting in April, 1917, Bloomington workers
formed Local 752 of the Amalgamated Association of Street
and Electric Railway Employees of America, Joining the
union was a dangerous act, and the 13 initial members

were soon fired, Companles frequently infiltrated unions
with undercover spies.

On May 28, the fired men called a strike. Some fellow
workers 301ned and the car system shut down that night.
The right to a union was the strike's sole 1ssue. and

the company offered a lucrative 20 percent wage increase
to break the strike.

The workers maintained a quiet but united front, asking
the company to regotiate,

The company refused.

The strikers called on Mayor Ed Jones, asking h1m to
mediate,

o refused.
The mayor Boycott
The stFuggle escalated as,union men organlzed a street—
car boycott. Meanwhile, trolleys became a favorite tar-
get for young boy's rocks, and the company stationed
armed ards on all cars. Flfty—one employeed refused
to strike, and they were joined by "scabs"--men the com-
pany hired at high wages to break the strike.

After two weeks, the strikers still felt strong, but the
company won a court injunction on June 10 making strike
activity illegal. The injunction forbade picketing, boy-
"cotting, button and leaflet distribution, interference
with company operations and congregation on corners where
cars stopped. The situation was becoming desperate.
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Special Thanks to Withers Public Library,
ISU Archives, the McLean County Historical
Sociéty and McLean County Graphics

for their generous help as we gathered
research materials for our fifth anniver-
sary special section.
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,oriff Telegraph: Governot Lowden F or Assis gnc
“And Several CompanleQ Qf State Troops Arrivea_'_: |
: From Peoria and thcago To Preaerve o

¥OL LXXT.—NO. 161, BLOOMINGTON,

. " -1 IR SLIN.

ABOVE LEFT: Proto shows portion of 1,400 National Guardsmen
camped out on the Courthouse lawn after Mother Jones' visit
inspired a massive demonstration of support for striking streetcar
men. ABOVE AND BELOW: Actual headlines from the Panta-
graph's July 5, 1917 front page are reproduced above & below.
(All courtesy of Withers Public Library.)

ASSAULTS MOTORMEN

On June 11, the Trades and Labor Assembly rallied in
support, John Walker, state president of the Assembly,
urged Bloomington working people to stay behlnd the men.
That night, the 20 employees of the company's power
house walked-out in sympathy.

The remainder of the month was qulet with occasional
fist-fights, and townsfolks complaining of company de-
tectives running through the streets, firing their pis-
tols indiscriminately at rock-throwing boys.

The company hoped to drag thlngs out by refu31ng to
negotiate, believing that the hungry and Jobless wor-
kers would then return. However, they didn't count on
the inspirational power of an eighty-seven year old wo-
man to completely reverse the situation.

-Thursday, July 5, the Trades and Lafor Assembly spon-

sored a rally; the guest speaker was "Mother" Jones.
Born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1830, Mother Jones
had migrated to Amerlcan eventually marrylng an iron
molder and union organizer. After his death in 1867,
she became "Mother" to working people all across Amer-
ica, travelling everywhere to support them until her
death at age 100 in November, 1930

“Get ‘em!”

On July 5, 1917, in the old Eagle s Hall on South Main,
strikers and supporters were thrilled and inspired by
the o0ld woman, who admonished them to "go out and get
lem.ll .

Following her exhortation, hundreds milled outside, won-
dering what to do, Suddenly a streetcar appeared on
South Main Street and the crowd rushed the car, urging
the crew to quit.

Refusing, Conductor John Grimes was chased down the
tracks, beaten and bruised. Motorman Frank Hart, point-
ing a pistol, ran for a shanty. The crowd pelted the
shanty; Hart brandished his pistol out the window. A
small boy, little more than an urchin, snuck up, grabbed

the gun, and soon had Hart pinned to the ground, crying
"uncle,"



T . LWAYS -THE *SHORT
- B - Road’’ t0 a result is the
' PANTAGRAPH CLASSIFIED | = .
" AD ROUTE. R

£

~-FOURTEEN PAGES,

-  THREE CENTS.

Harry.Rhoades, 88 of 707 W, Chestnut remembers that
night, hav1ng heard Mother Jones and followed the angry
. -crowd.,

Rhoades, now a veteran of 42 years in. the: Ch1cago and
Alton Railroad shops, was a delegate to the Trades and
‘Labor Assembly at the time. He remembérs that South Main
Street was being paved at the time, and paving bricks
were stacked around. In their anhger, the crowd "loaded -
that car clear up to the level of the .seat tops wlth
paving bricks."

The mob then proceeded to the Square, as Harry remem=
bers, as "every streetcar went around the Courthouse.
There were two or three. streetcars parked there, one on,
Main, one on Jefferson.” They-pulled the trolleys on -
the cars.” - ' B

Rhoades recollected the crowd as pretty determined, ;
"There was a policeman,” he said.- "He walked right a-

long with the crowd, he didn't try to stop nobody, he

- didn't say nothin'. -About as :peaceable a mob you could
ever find, I guess A couple of thousand, maybe more”

part1pated o o - )

From. the Square, the mob marched on the company power

house on South Roosevelt Street, near the rail cross1ng
Power Plant .

There. a nervous mayor, sheriff. and chief of police a-

walted them, A Tow of policemen  hid behind railrodad - T

cars.” Shutting down the powerhouse would stop every

streetcar in town

\The crowd rallled surroundlngrthe plant,‘demanding it
be shut down ' :

The - authorltles, fearful, weren't sure whether to attack
or give in.  The crowd grew 1ncreas1ngly angry.

Flnally, John N1tze1 First presldent of ‘the new - street—~
car. unlon, climbéd up on the “back of a car and voiced the

“the demand ‘The crowd pressed; the police gave in--they.
agreed to- shut down the place Nitzel accompanied the

,mayor agreed, the crowd quickly dispersed, and soon the
"qulet moonlit square -only reflected broken glass, :

'or recognize the union,

matic action was necessary,

The crowd, refusing to disperse, confronted the mayor.

They demanded that he intervene to settle the str1ke.
Confronts Mayor

,Mayor Jones pleaded that he had done h1s best.

"L1ar," taunted the crowd - : i

Gene Downey, a shop employee, became a spokesperson and
said the riot would end if the mayor would mediate. | The |

Early the next mornlng, Superlntendant D.W, Snyder of the, "
B&N appeared at the mayor s offlce, refu51ng to negotlate\

Also appearlng were over l 400 National Guardsmen, called
for by a panicked sheriff. The Guardsmen camped. around
the courthouse,  fraternized. with people and showed off- i
their two new mach1neguns.

With the company stlll refusing‘to negotiate, somebdra--k
What could the streetcar
workers do ? o '

Luckily, workingpeople stuck together back‘in l9l? and
knew that "am injury to one is.an injury to all."

‘The car' shops of the C&A railroad were the town s big-

\

" gest industry, and the shopmen had seen their share of

strikes and troops. Not about to let the streetcar men
down, they left their jobs at noon on Frlday, July 6,
and marched en masse on City Hall.

THis action finally,brought results, as it threatened

to shut down the whole city. :Telegrams shot to.Congress-

man McKlnley, who stated he "recognized the rlght of men
to organize,"

That weekend the strike commlttee and company met with
the workers agreeing to return to work and the company
allow1ng them to organlze : :

. William B. McKinley (1856-1926) ~
was a. Champaign banker and owned v
the Bloomington and Normal Electric ™
' Railway. He also controlled the
Hlinois Traction System and the Ilinois
Power Company. : .

;everywhere

"Mother" (Mary) Jones (1830—1930)
: friend-and defender of workers
She gave her life to .
‘miners, factory hands and ra11road
people. - She helped incite the people
: of Bloommgton to support the strikers.

w

Harry Rhoades, 88, of 707 W. :

Chestnut, remembers that wild

mght in 1917. For many years he

was a delegate from the railtoad car.
; .- shops to the Trades and Labor

. o . Assembly. ;

pollce 1ns1de, and the crowd,
tion report, returned to the Square. . As Rhoades .remem-
bered the crowd's tone, "They were g01ng to shut it down,
and they did"™ ’

The. company s offlce on Jefferson and Madlson streets ] .
was the next target, and soon its plate-glass front was_

smashed. A rumor spread that strikers were being held
in jail, and the crowd prepared to liberate them. Wlth‘
this, the police spread out,. preparing to defend the

jail no doubt.

An ugly massacre: was. poss1ble, warnlng
shots were fired. o

]

satlsfled with" h1s 1nspec-,~v

: Monday, July 9, found‘all cars running and the strikers
reinstated. Wage disputes were settled later with the

company ne%ot%atlng directly with the union, That union
still exis 0 years later as the Amalgamated Transit

Unlon, representlng today s bus: drlvers

What was. the key -to the strlke s success° Solldarlty
Workingpeople of Bloomington stuck together, whether
~they were on strike or not. Women, children and men all
~rallied in- support, know1ng the battle was their's:as

well "An 1n3ury to one is an 1n3ury to all " x M
: : i g

4




Pogt-Amerikan Bloomington-Normal, .IllinoAis, April, 1977 page 22

| Clang-Clang

Tired of traffic jams, nauseating automobiles and air pollution?
Angry because you want to go to ISU in the evening, or out to a
film, but can't because you don't have a car?

‘Sick of shopping-center neon and interstate concrete spreading
1like cancers?

Perhaps you dream of being able to travel zcross town at any
‘hour, or find inspiration in designer's plans for modern mass
‘transit, years in the future.

’ Perhaps you need to take a long look backward and realize that,
before Detroit intruded, Bloomington and every city had safe,
clean, reliable eleétric city transit.

" Near the turn of the century these folks were quite
proud of the new trolleys. This car, on the Normal
line, was an Open car used exclusively in summer.

As in "Clang, Clang, Clang went the trolley."

Yes, at one time you could catch an eiectric car anywhere in townm,
ride for a nickel, and ride all through the night.

Unfortunately, that fine trolley system died Dec. 12, 1936, over
L0 years ago, as oil-fuming diesel busses chased the streetcars
from the streets. )

It all began in 1867, when the Bloomington and Normal Horse Rail-
way laid tracks on West Chestnut from the rallroad station and up
Franklin Avenue to Normal.

Tiny steam locomotives hauled the cars but were soon replaced by
quieter and cleaner mules. - ’

The mule-and-horse rallway spread all over town. And May 19, 1890
witnessed the first electric trolley. Painted bright yellow, the
first car left the Union Depot, making as "much noise as a sawmill.

Trolleys Gave Fine Service

A new era had been born. The lines were popular, but only the weal-
thy and middle-class could afford to use them regularly. Working-

people walked. It wasn’t till later that trolley became economical

enough for everone. \

-

Nor was it an easy life for the car operators. David Law, who worked
mule cars and electrics from 1872-1889, told Pantagraph about his
hard 1ife in 1889:

"The average, well-dressed and comfortable citizens who ride... do
not know a thing about us or men like us. We hardly see our children,
for they are asleep when we leave in the morning and have gone to
bed when we get back at night., The children of some of our drivers
never see thelr fathers except every 10 days, when they get their
day off."

At that time, streetcar men worked from 7130 am to 10:30 pm with
10 minutes for lunch and 10 for supper. $40-50 a month was an average
wage.

With the adoption of electric cars, routes were expanded. On the
Westside, cars ran north on Western avenue and Mason street, west

on Washington and south on Allin Street to Miller Park. A South Main
car ran to Houghton's Lake, near the present golf course. There was
an East Washington and East Oakland line, plus cars ran north on
Clinton and Franklin avenues ‘into Normal.

There was a car every 20 minutes on all lines, with the Normal cars
balanced so that one left every 10 minutes. From 11 pm to 6 am,
service was reduced to one car per hour on each line.

Around the turn of the century, people often chartered a trolley
for a party. Special open-sided cars ran in summer, closed cars the
rest . of the year.

The 1920's marked the height of the system. In 1923, the lines hauled
4,655,974 passengers over 18.2 miles of track in 22 cars.

The system was operated by the Illinois Traction System which was
owned by William B. McKinley of Champaign, who ran streetcars through-
out the state. Workers didn't always get a fair shake from banker
McKinley, and Bloomington carmen struck frequently, successfully in
1902 and 1917. A worker or consumer controlled system would have been
fairer to the car operators.

Commun&l aspects were appreciated on the trolleys. Fellow passen-
gers worried if you weren't at your regular stop. Workingpeople
rubbed shoulders with downtown businesspeople. Friendships lasting
years were formed.

In 1936, the Illinois Traction sold the franchise to the National
City Lines, which was buying every streetcar system it could get its
hands on. When NCL bought a line, it immediately did the bidding of
its owners--General Motors and Firestone Tire Company--by replacing
trolleys with GM busses sporting Firestone tires.

NCL was broken up by federal court action in 1948, but not before
it had wrecked almost every trolley system in the country. That's
why electric trolleys are such a rarity these days.

So next time you're stranded around town, remember the good old
days when you could grab a ride on a clanking trolley--any time.
With the bus fare increase looming, remember the nickel fare. When
you're caught in a traffic jam, consider that we ought to have
public mass transit accessible to all instead of pouring all our
resources into the priviate automobile,

Clang-Clang?
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: -pe‘ople to vote again on the sale.e

. City Council as a Republican.

| zens voted down the proposed sale to Dlinois

After 70 years of operation and four referendums
supporting its cont1nuat1on, Bloomlngton 8 city-
owned light plant shut down 1n 1962. -

The City Council had sold the plant to Ill1n01s
Power Company.

In 1956, citizens voted 2-1 to refuse to sell the
plant -to Illinois Power. Six years 1ater', Illinois -
Power offered double the plant's worth, on one
condition: that the Council refuse to allow the

o o

: The plant served only a port1on of Bloommgton, .

but previous referendu‘ms supported expandmg
the number of customers.

Ny

Debate on the municipal power plant issue fre-
quently strayed from convertional talk of taxes,
investment returns, r'ates, ete., .and moved to
arguments on the merits of social ownership for
the purpose. of pub11c service, versus pr1vate
ownersh1p for the purpose of pr1vate prof1t.

Indeed’ it was the soc1a11st1c be11ef that 1nst1tu—
" tions which supply the people's needs should be = -
owned by the people, which probably spurred )
initial agitation for“the city-owned power plant.

.. The "ideological leader" of the early forces fav--

oring municipal power, according to Alice Ebel's
h1story of the issue in Bloomington, ‘was Val
S1mshauser, a "convinced and zealous socialist"
who (somehow) managed to serve 10 years on the
Ebel calls Sims-
hauser the "father of the mumc1pa1 power plant,”
and attributes his tireless efforts on its behalf
to h1s strongly—felt ideals of social 3ust1ce.

‘Sims‘hauser' was‘dead before Illinois, Power
_renewed its offensive on the city plant in the
1950's, but citizens' groups:formed to organize

‘against what they saw as a greedy monopoly's.- o

unwarranted prof1teer1ng attack. In-1956, citi-

Recogmze these old bu11dmgs at'’529 and 531° N. -
Maxn?

‘ The Melody Club? The black VFW?

'Back 1 the 1920's, these buildmgs housed the

. "Bloomington Co-operative Society," a- co-op

‘_store Tun by and for local laborers.

Originally opened just at 529 N. Main; the grow- _

ing people's store expanded business rapidly. In
'1922; they expanded into the corner building..

The: store 8 expa.nsion was descrxbed ina 1922
issue of the Searchlight, a weekly paper pubhshed

I | by the Trades and Labor Assembly. Describing

itself on its masthedad as "Devoted to the Commeon-

Expression of the People, " and as "Owned and

Controlled by the Wage Earners of Bloommgton, "ui

& the papef carried an art1cle strongly supporting
i the co-op store. -

- ‘Speaking of the cooperative movement, the 1922

v Searchlight said, "The movement offers the op-
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- referendum.

—op Store EXpan:s

_. . The. Bl'oomington Coopetative Society sold "

w

Power, by a 2 1 referendum vote. Plans Were \:a
.made to have the plant serve more customers.A

But Hlinois POWer d1dn't give up. ‘ “In 1958 they
offered again to buy the cxty's l1ght plant * The
Council refused o

- o

In 1962, Ilinois Power offered again, . th1s t1me

hinting they, would pay far more-than the plant'
real worth .

/»- . . - v :

Money tempted Counc11 members, but at least
two pomted out that the issue should go to the
peop1e for a vote, 'After all, it had been a heated
issue for years, but four referendums had all
supported-continuation of municipal power..’

e

L

Four of the five Council votes were necessary to
.approve the plant's sale. “But two Council mem=- -
bers insisted on a referendum Tllinois . Power -
said its offer was good only if there were no

As long as the two Council mem-
bers continued to demand a referendum, the sale

'. was blocked. - - IR

S
~ Council member Walter Bittner (now Bloommgton s

outgomg mayor) held firm; he insisted that the
people had a right to vote. .

‘ Counc11 member Vernon Prenzler (now under in-
. vest1gat1on for poss1b1e anti-trust law v101at1ons

in connection with his building materials, real
estate;’ and contracting companies) betrayed the
cause of public power. After promising to. hold
out for a referendum, Prenzler switched his vote,
- giving the pro-sale people the needed four votes.
. The people werée denied their chance to vote in a
referendum. : -

Angry 'c1tlz’ens charged that the Council had ac-
cepted bribes from Ilinois. Power Company, but
. no proof emerged. - The C1tlzens' Municipal "=
L1ght League collected 5,000 signatures demand-,
ing an after-the-fact referendum. A suit chal-

. len_gmg the. ‘sa_lebwent to the _I\llmo1s Supreme

A~ : N

. . : ; . .
: portumty to all persons S0 inclined to become
a member of a great economic movement.... .~ .,

W1th the tralmng secured from the: cooperatlve
movement it will be poss1ble for the people to
“operate successfully any branch of 1ndustry wh1ch
they care to operate " .
Leaders began ag1tat1ng for-the co-op s begmnmg
in 1917, arguing that institutions which provide
for worke_r's"«ne,eds" (like stores) should be owned
~by the workers. Farmers, workers and m.mers
around the country were trying cooperative:
schemes; both to beat the high prices at company
stores, and to take more control over the1r own
“lives. :

C e

_groceries and clothing downtown, operated .
a coal yard, ran a “'cash and carry" store
near the railroad, and operated at least ~ . -
two horse-drawn delivery wagons out of .

. the downtown store. The society held ed- .-
ucational and social meetings above the - '
store, and initiated programs to "spread --.
the word" about the cooperative movement

v Reflecting the different kinds of people it

served, the store's first board of direc- ..~ - =
tors included a carpenter, blacksmith,
professor, two railroad trainmen, a brick~
layer, rural merchant, retail clerk, '
pr1nter, locomotive f1reman, miner, and .. .~

a locomotive engmeer. The store's first
president and manager was L.J. Salch, a
carpenter. - The Searchhght emphasized -

that union membership was not a require-

Bloommgton—Normal Illmo1s

. day, as new people strive to practlce it.
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C|t|zens charge betrayal as
Councll sells clty hght plant

7
i .. The Carrot oo/
. This cartoon was published in a 1956
. issue of "Citizens' Press,' a publi- *
. cation fighting the light plant's sale.
) R .‘ y e
Court but u1t1mate1y falled. - P

The plant's sale was a' setback to people who were
inspired by the values which motivated- Val Sims- ]
hauser. But it was characteristic of the Cold War
era.. ' : v

. ‘In their'national campaign to combat publicly-
-. owned power, privately-owned electric utilities «
launched aggressive advertising campaigns.
.Publicly-owned power was equated with the worst

e;’:‘cesses of Stalinist Russia; privately-owned .
utilities pictured themselves as paragons of:
patrlotlsm--51mply for bemg owned by corporate

hold1ng compa.mes! . »
——Mark-S1lverste1n : .

. ment, because "Co—operatlon isa movement of,

for, and by the common people, and no- such '_ o

restrictions ex1st." ) Doy

N /'v_
S

At one time almost every community in lllm01s
‘had a workers!' co-op, espec1a11y the mining -~
towns. The Bloom.mgton store was known as 6ne

- of the’ largest and most aggresswe in the state.

The Jobless Depressxpn kxlled most of these ef—

forts. By 1935, a capitalist chain store, Piggly-' o

‘Wiggly, occupied the site of the workers' store..’
“Though the store died, the idea still thrlves*to- -

‘ (For more mformation, see C. E. Warne s. 1926
Consumers' Co-operative Movement, avaxlable _

- at W1thers Pubhc Library ) . : :
] --MgM and M.S."

Co-op store s 1nterior, 1922

2y £0 0 AR il 16,82 L ) S




i
ky

Postmer . 'quqington—Nofmal, Ilinois

PPN N2

April, 1977 page 24 -

¥

. xmﬂms Prak 72 KB MAL

1me

‘ﬁ’“‘ qﬁELE ‘iyq‘

L Vol 2 K 5

WHAT KIND OF MAN READS SMUT?

May '73 -- Two people give the victory sign after taking -
over the President's office at I.S.U. 'in May, '?73.. The
administration had refused to lgwer the flag in the quad
in honor of the four students who were murdered at Kent
State.

December '73 -- The Post brought about a_new
Pantagraph policy by publishing this photo,of
a local cop reading porno mags ‘captured in-an
adult bookstore raid. The’ Pantagraph took the
' photo, ‘but néver printed it. After the Post

published; it on the cover, the Pantagraph be-
gan stamping all the prints they sell to the

public -with a threatening warning about need-
ing- permission for reproduction.

‘October '7?4 -- The Post caught this
friendly demonstrator in a Nixon mask at
-the annual Republican picnic. It was Jjust
after Nixon's pardon, and masked demonstra-
tors bumped into ‘picnic-goers and immedi-
ately excused themselves with a loud =
"Pardon mel" - :

August '75 -- The Post caught the head honcho him- |
self, Sheriff King, in the midst of initmate com-
munication with his nose. o \

December '72 -- Brothers and sisters showed thei;“solidafg%y with the

. Post after an evening at the Red Lion. We suspect they also liked to
see their pictures in the paper. e : - .

January '76 -- Two M.E.G.
to a waiting car after a trial--a clear case of the
blind leading.the blind. '

In‘

January '73--- Nixon had officially become =
Pre51dent again in January, -and people were fed
up with’his policies and his murderous actions
in Vietnam. So.they held: dn "Anti-Inaugural

3 March" in Normal to let Nixon know how they

felt. Tempers flared, and:the demonstrator

pictured, above was arrested. The crowd was 4

enraged, and demanded his: release. Fearing > -

the organized strength of the crowd, "the pollce

promptly released the demonstrator._

photographer.

ity of public officials. .

November '74 -- Police showed up for the second "Indict Sheriff King" march in full riot
gear and looking for. trouble. In- contrast to the first march, whlch came. off peacefully,
police were apparently under orders to shut- things down as soon as possible this:time, -
People naturally became angry when police formed lines, shoved and clubbed -people with
no warning, and made two arrests by the County-Jail.  Everything broke loose then and
police chased the demonstrators all through the downtown area, flnally arresting four
more at the square, including a Post phatographer who was thrown through a glass door

at Kresge's by Officer Charlie Crowe. Three of the six arrested were later found not
gullty. ’ i )

: f September '75 -- M.E.G. A
secret agent Ford Conley -
went to extreme lengths
. § to escape-Post photo-

': graphers after testi-

| fying at a drug trial. g

"undercover" agents ‘escaped

i I -

Ph

April '76 -- Assistant State's Attorney Brad Murphy demonstrated the.
sophisticated mode of communication he learned in law school to a Post
At left, M.E.G. agent Ford Conley, seen elsewhere on this.
page in:full costume,. covered his f“Ce in- shocked disbelief at the crud-

Post—Amenkan Blo,m_ingtbn-Norml, Illinois pi,~‘1977
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July 4, '75 -- On Independence Day sev-
“eral people showed their faith in the -
. U.S. Constitution by passing out copies
“of the Declarat}4p of Independence to
shoppers at Eastland Mall. Marion Tate,
manager, threatened the group with ar-
‘rest' if they didn't leave his 'private
property'. Tobe Easton stayed, was> ar-,
rested for trespassing, and is shown:
_being excorted to the squad car. - Py

|
it

SISTERS UNITE !
AGAINST THE

J Y

January '73- The women plctured here were one of.the many groups that . E
made up the "Anti-Inaugural March"~in Normal . ; < B

Aprll "7l -- The Po=t used photos to show: the
brutality- of Sheriff King's Jail. Mel Armes,
pictured here, Wwas one of a long list of victims.,

pége 25,
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- The NAACP and the US group--active locally in
the mid-sixties~-sometimes chose dramat1c
methods to highlight the issues and 1n]ust1ces
that concerned them. -

. For several years running, activists useéd the .
Association of Commerce’ s annual Chr1stmas ’
parade to make a pomt. :

In 1967 banned from portraymg a black Santa
Claus, the NAACP struck an emotional raw nerve
in Bloomington soc1ety with a flpat portraying

an unfisual "holy family" scene. "Black activist
Merlin Kennedy dressed as Joseph, while a
visibly pregnant white ISU student acted the part
of Mary.  "They said there's no room at the inn,
'dear, we've heard that jazz before, ! the float's
sign read. .

- ABOVE: "They say there's no room &t the’
~inn, dear; we've heard that Jazz before," .
sign says on NAACP 1967 Christmas gloat.

“Ten years ago black and white activists were
agitating the local power structure, pushing for -
civil rights, integration, and fair housing.
Through a variety of tactics, they tried to make
government and the private powers-that-be re-
sponsive to the needs and demands of poor
people and black people. .

. The float's planners were risking violence and )
arrests--many of the 20, 000 parade watchers. .
~would surely be v1olent1y angry at a portrayal of

'1nterrac1a1 marriage,  especially Joseph and |
Mary! - (Probably reflecting a large amount of
“community prejudice, Judge Caisley refused to
‘marry-a racially mixed couple only a few months

o later.)
,Many bad been to Mississippi in preceding years,.

‘participating in social upheavals that rocked the

. But the 1967 Chr1stmas parade progressed with-
south and shook the entire nation. People re-

out 1nc1dent unhke the year before. .

‘turning from Mississippi reahzed that the f1ght
for social justice wasn't a thousand miles away;
it was right here._

In 1966, Merlin Kennedy tried to enter the -

Christmas parade dressed as Santa Cldus. His

sleigh carried a sign reading ""Don't buy gifts this
Christmas. Give love. Get off somebody's

- - the Ch.rastmas

Holy famlly lntegrated in '67

RIGHT: - Black ~
Santa Merlin -
Kennedy made ° -
national news
when police

arrested him.
for joining

pa.rade., ;
(Photo from
- Jet magazine.)

- back." However, the Association of Commerce

had ruled that there could only be one Santa Claus
(whose name was actually Emery White!)

Police stopped the black Santa's float in 1966.
When Kennedy--still dressed as Santa--tried to

. walk down the sidewalk, police arrested him.

The arrest lasted only a few minutes, though,
because officers soon thought better of arresting
Santa Claus, even if he was b_la;ck.

Bloomington made national news that year," for .
banmng a black Santa from the Chr1stmas parade.

---M.S.

'ISNU students flght segregati

Unwrltten segregatlon was. the: law if McLean County for-
many years;. it was a law maintained by tradition, un-
: spoken, wh1spered about only occasionally.

There never were separate drinking fountains at the

courthouse or separate schools. There was a distinct part
of Miller Park lake for blacks to swim in and certain
‘~places where blacks weren't seen, like restaurants, espe—
“ecilally the finer ones-.in town.

‘This racism lurked beneath the surface, rarely belng
challenged until 1947, when a group of Illinois State -
“Normal’ University students picketed a segregated restau—
rant the Pilgrim..

““The: Pllgrlm ‘fronted on School Street next to the "Co- op""

Bookstore.. {The bookstore, now called Alamo IT, later
_.absorbed - the Pilgrim's space.) .So, -just as the "Co-op"

now.enjoys heavy student traffic thanks to its prime loca-
. tion near' campus, the Pilgrim was the most popular: eating
‘and socializing spot in the 1940 s. v : .

ISNU was much smaller than today's ISU.campus, training
" teachers.for elementary and high schools. There were. less
than lOOO ‘studernits, and Normal was still a small town.

"The plcket line began on Wednesday. Oct, 1, while the ‘rest
~of campug-was busy with Homecoming: preparatlons. Picket-
ing began when the réstaurarit-opened at ™7 a.m. and lasted.
urttil 10 p.m., with three or four people:on the line, re-
lieved by others to maintain’ 1t for the: full day. .

It was a heavy ‘action for Bloomlngton-—Normal and the.
-pickets were not well .received. ' The Pantagraph turned
“down the' pickets’ flrst letter explalnlng their position, -
and the Student Councll, although opposed to- rac1al d1s- e
cr1m1nat10n, opposed the plcket Tine., % e

- the problem,
“'Brady, refused,
~ Store owners :were qulte angryi a Vldette reporter attempt-m
‘ing: to . garner their opinions was Physically threateneéd by .~
some owners,  The Carl Martin Post of the American Legion -
in Normal refused the picketers' request: to use their <~
facilities for public-meetings. On Saturday evening, Oct
L, the picketers were accosted by fellow students.trying -
.to start a fight., = A faculty member intervened and chased’
the rowdles off, . ‘ . e T
But the plckets held thelr ground - As-Chdrles McCoy; a. -
picketer, explained ‘to the Student Council, "A restaurant: . *
. on the fringe of the campus which ‘had rac1al discrimina=
tion policies is a reflection on: the University. Sorry-
as we are to see them go out of business, we would rather
have them do-so.'than” to enforce ‘this policy." ~

Support came from Illln01s Wesleyan students, who offered
to join the pickets, and the College class of Wesley
'Methodist Church on School Street wrote a letter of sup-
.port to the Pantagraph. The Vidette edltorlally upheld 1ngton—Normal
the right to picket. ‘ ‘ : o ' S
-,The University's administration and Student Coun01l trled
to 1ntervene, 1nv1t1ng the restaurant managers:to discuss

'The students were v1ctor10us- ‘
open ‘its door to all people, regardless of color, begln—‘
* ning the next semester. cE

SR

" pickets finally pressured a Normal restaurant to serve_blacks. ’

But the managers,. Joe Gaffigan and Jack .
claiming there was "no .moral issue or
prejudice” involved.
-building and the "Co-op" Bookstore,
hardship’ imposed on colored students,” because they could
_eat at the. school cafeteria; -
~0f not. serv1ng blacks.

an owner of both the
said  there was "no

Ellis Wade,

All 01ted the unwrltten law

A good number of students were turned -awdy, and as the:
second week of picketing began,
It did not reopen untll Monday October 12.

the restaurant closed

By then the managers had percelved the1r pos1t10n s un—
popularity and agreed to a meeting which was attended by.
he administration, p1cket\ers, and the Student: Coun01l

An agreement was reached on Monday, October 22

the restaurant agreed to

T

The battle for c1v1l rights had publlcly begun in Bloom- ¥

it would continue for 30 years, peaking in °

- the mid-60's when the nation awoke to the fight agalnst
racial dlscrlmlnatlon, a battle Stlll fought today :

--MgM . R




It had rounded, swelling lettering for a mast-
head, a drawn marijuana leaf for a symbol,
fifteen cents for a price and this motto: ""Man
(sic) is Descended from Guerrillas." Neither
masthead, leaf, motto, nor price were to re--
main after five issues. The paper and its name,
though, were to stick around awhile.

The first issue of the Post-Amerikan came

out on April 3, 1972, the day it came back from
its printers(a print co-op in Champaign that
partially inspired the Post's birth, just by
example). The production of the ISU-linked
peopled (faculty member Rex Rexford wrote
most of the first issue's articles), the pre-
miere issue of the P-A sold out on campus in
only two days.

INTERESTING LOCAL STORIES ARE TRACKED
DBWN,/
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"That was perhaps the height of freak identity
on campus, " Chuck Willer, an early Post )
worker recalls, "probably three years behind
the rest of the country. We sold almost a thou-
sand copies of the paper just by hawking to
students on the quad."

Much of the Post's early material came out of
this sense of freak identity. In the opening is-
sue's eight pages, the following pieces appear-
ed: "Rock vs. Computer' (a criticism of com-
puterized rock station WBNQ-FM), "May-Day
is J-Day'" (a call for massive public dope
smoke-ins), a record review. There was also
a report on the protest spurred by Secretary of
Defense Mel Laird's dinner appearance at the
Scottish Rites Temple. Title of the last article
was "Laird Eats It." A two-page centerspread
poster rounded the issue out.

"Will B-N support its own 'underground’ public-
ation ?" the issue's opening editorial asked.
"The Post-Amerikan is not certain of that
question, but we have enough confidence that
the answer is 'yes' to begin a community news-
paper which will be published on a biweekly
basis, even during the summer."

The early P-A was far from a community paper,
however. Its strong university ties kept it
school-oriented--all of its staff were either
faculty, student, or marriedto faculty or stud-
_ent. But it had hopes. :

It would take some time to come close to real-
izing those hopes, though. In the meantime,
issue two came out, with a faculty member's
three-page diatribe against the educational
system (and ISU's Professional Sequence, in
particular), a reprint article condemning soc-
iology, another two-page poster, the first en-
stallment of a bizarro serial titled "Captain
Commie Ciller," and a cartoon condemnation
of right-winger Violet Hamilton's campaign

Post proudly presents past |

How we got started

"No one really knew anything about putting together a paper, but we had high energy."
: —-Chuck Willer, on the Post-Amerikan's first issue.

against stag films on campus. That cartoon
was the first to appear in the P-A by Bill
Sherman, whose scratchy, half-formed work
was to dominate the paper's graphics for much
of its early years.

Several anti-war reprint articles appeared in
that second issue, and they signalled the thrust
of the paper's next two issues. Members of
the Concerned Student's Union, a loose knit
bunch of ISU radicals, planned a series of
Spring anti~war activities (right at the start of
Nixon's big bombing push in Viet Nam). Much
of the P-A's material in issues three and four
related to those anti-war actions and the con-
troversies surrounding them.

Issue three, also, contained the P-A's first
article on the women's movement. Most were
half-reprint and reflective of the paper's dom-
inant freak approach: a review of the Chicago
Women's Liberation Rock Band an article on
the new Women's Center titled "Women's
Center Trucks Along, " and "Women Protect
Yourselves. "

But many freaks and radicals at the time, in-
cluding those involved with the P-A, had an
ambivalent (to put in nicely) attitude towards
the women's movement, and these articles
almost didn't make it into the paper. It would
be almost a year, in fact, before the paper and
its staff actively embraced feminist articles.
Before that would come a series of staff contro-
versies.

Other controversies, though, were of primary

ON LAV-DUT WEEK- END-HERDUINES ARE MADE,
GRAPHILS SELECTED AND THE WHULE SHEBANG
IS PRQTED . DOWN.”

iYOU MEASURED
THE PAGE WRONG/ [

DAMN ARTIELE
WON'T Fit/

fMiND IF I CuT
DFF  THE
LANCLUSIgR?

concern during these first issues. Rexford,
dissatisfied with the Concerned Student's Union
and apparently suspicious of their (non-violent)
campus protest, was to write a condemnation of
anti-war protests on campus. After writing it,
and submitting it for the fourth issue, he re-
signed from the paper.

That left the paper without its foremost backer -
and writer. Willer and Sherman, the latter

fresh from a tenure as editor of the ISU student
paper, stepped in and pulled together the fourth

.issue. Many of issue four's articles were writ-

ten with speed and speculation. One article,
entitled "Kops, " was little more than a series
of nasty comments about the city calendar's
blurb describing the BPD. (It was, though, one
of the first attempts to branch away from cam-

pus topics). Another was an accusatory piece
about ISU president David Berlo's role in
pacifying anti-war agitators full of tenuous
connection and guesswork.

It was also the last biweekly issue.

Issue five was advertised as the first monthly
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issue and the first free issue. The paper stayed
somewhat monthly, but it was only free that
once. Its cover was a parody of an ISU Vidette
collage cover--certainly something of a mis-
'take for a paper that kept insisting it wanted

to branch out into the community--and its con-
tents were similar to issue four's: anti-war re-
prints, music and movie reviews, and theoret-
ical pieces. The first (and only) installment

of the ""Bloomington Journalism Review, " a
critical logk at the local press, also appeared,
and it reflected the P-A's strong essay-type
stuff rather than news stories.

But it was with the July issue, number six, that
the Post-Amerikan finally took steps towards
its long-professed goal of being a community
newspaper. Until then, the paper had been
loosely structured around its one or two 'ed-
itors", its articles haphazardly sought out
among friends and acquaintances; but now steps
were being taken to build a cooperative staff.
Everyone interested in doing anything on the
paper was invited to a big staff-recruiting
meeting.

While much of this staff was still university-
linked and basically friends with each other, a
change was heraldéd in the paper with this edit-
orial written "from an ex-editor's desk!: *
"This issue is the first one comprised by new
and outside people, a larger group than before.
Hopefully, it is better rounded. We hope to
keep it so.”

"Some changes. The masthead is different. So
is the price. (The group, as a whole, decided
that the paper, realizing a value system that
equates inexpense with inferiority, would be
assured of an attentive audience that wouldn't
just pick up a copy, never read it, and just
throw it away.)"

The P-A cost a dime then. Its monthly issues
started being put together more consciously,
its staff holding meetings and arguing over
content and theory. Its cover story, celebrat-
ing the new look, left campus and concerned
itself with the forming of a new community food
co-0p. >

THe POLISHED LAWOUT -I5S DRWEN TO THE
PRINTERS, AND 4 COMPLETE PRINTED
PAPER IS P{keD UP R weex LRTER
To Be DISTRIBUTED Ta Yoll”/

vou GOT ANy OF
THOSE DIRTY RADS
IN THIS PRPER? B

It would take some time for the paper to shed

its university image, however. For one thing,
the paper was still over-burdened with more
theory than news. (Issue seven contained, though,
perhaps the first real Post-style story: a re-

port of an adult bookstore raid in Bloomington
written by paper newcomer Mark Silverstein. )
The staff was new and unused to putting togeth-

er a real monthly community paper.

But the Post was on its way.

--D. Colt




The basic idea that society must
dominate and ripoff nature comes
from people dominating and ripping
off other people. And domination
of some people by other people

]
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Advocating
the overthrow of government is a crime.
overthrowing it is something else
altogether. It is sometimes called
revolution.
But don't kid yourself: government
is not where it's at: it's only
a good place to start. .
1. Send the corporate executives on permanent vacations.
2. Take over the factories.
3. Make it impossible for them

goes back to an earlier time when
men first began to dominate and
treat women without respect. From
that point on a bad pattern of
everyone treating everyone else
without respect was set up and con-
tinued. This bad scene has been
carried over to how society treats
nature. Nature has become something
to rob and exploit. -

The next time you punch in for
work and start another day of get-

‘ting punched out. Consider that

what is happening to you is just
one part of a whole ball of wax.
The whole ball has to go if we're
ever going to be free and save the

planet, And no one "owns" the land.
It can be held
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Declare a moratorium on debt.
the continental congress did
"on all debt's public to private.”

" None of us knows the answers, think about

these things. :
The day will come when we have to know
the answers.

-serving Blooming'l’on 7 Normal
Pawill open soon

to build again.
That means: destroy the concept of money
as we know it, get rid of interest,
savings, inheritance .
(Pound's money, as dated coupons that come in the mail
to everyone, and are void in 30 days
is still a good idea).
Or, let's start with no money at all and invent it
if we need it.
Or, mimeograph it and everyone
print as much as you want
and see what happens.

for use. No one works for another
except for Love, and what you make
above your needs give to the tribe:
a common wealth. :

Diane DiPrima

I would like to thank the Post Amerikan folks for the
chance to present this vision of the future. I am sure
that everyone one the Post has their own ideas about
what they would like to see in the future. No one has
the "one right answer." This visionary glimpse is in-
tended to stimulate discussion rather than be a blue-
print,

If anyone has any questions or whatever about this
vision of the future, you can write to:
chuck eastwind
SRAF P.0. Box 3541
Bloomington, Ill.

PERSONS INTERESTED IN MANAGING
AND/OR FINANCING CONTACT:
Lambodara-das (Elliott) 829-9008 or
The Honey Tree 452-9001




How society relates to nature is called
.social ecology. We're going to hear

a lot more in the future about social
ecology because ours is all wrong.

Qur society doesn’'t relate in a healthy
way to nature. Instead of living with
nature, welive against it. We have
gigantic cities that are anti-people
because they provide for no sense of
community. At the same time, big bus-
iness farming is emptying the farmlands
of people and running the land.

What we have to begin to set up is a new
social ecology that puts industry and
agriculture and city people and rural
land back together again, this time ac-
cording to human and ecological needs.
The new communities should be small in

A NEW SOCIAL

These communities should be involved in
a new kind of agriculture, one based on
organic farming methods. Each community
should have some industry, not to be
self-gsufficient but in order to contrib-
ute to a regional organization of indus-
try. .
People in these new communities would

be much more informed and healthy. I
call these new kind of communities eco-
communities.

But to get from here to there a revolu-
tion within society is certainly neces-
sary. Whether this revolution will be
violent or relatively non-violent re-
mains to be seen. Below ig a point-by-
point description of some changes neces-
sary before we will even be in harmony
with each other. Then we can begin to
work on being in harmony with nature.

ECOLOGY
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scale--like say one or two thousand
people at the most. :

THE ECONOMY

now, ,
What we have now is capitalism—-that is, the private possession by
a few of the machines and organizations of production--all con-
trolled by governmental power or the workings of the money system
The economy always requires more production and more consumption.
Products are made because theéy will sell, not because anyone said
they want to make them or use them, and factories stay open or
shut down according to how much money they produce for the owners,
not according to people's need for jobs or products., All the
machinery and industrial plants are clumped together in a few
- places, Youfneed money to live. B
the future..

What, how, and how much stuff to produce 1s decided democratically
by people, who act as owners, managers, workers, and consumers.
They plan production according to what they need instead of what

they can sell. You don't need money for the basic necessities of
life.

WORK -

now. .
Work is often repetitious, routine, and boring, with conditions
deternined by owners and mahagers., - People spend most of their
adult lives working, and many must also spend time commuting
long distances to work. Few jobs make people feel that they are
producing socially necessary things or services.

the future..
Jobs of routine and repetition, like putting pins on smile buttons
or bundling plastic flowers, are eliminated because they don't
produce soclal necessities. Other routine Jobs are integrated or
alternated with more creative work. People are their own bosses,

AGRICULTURE

now. .
Huge farms are devoted to single crops, which are then mostly
used for cattle feed, processed beyond recognition at factories
or exported. Our way of farming depends on petrochemical
pesticides and herbicides, which damage soil and may poison
crops. Our system is the most inefficient in the world consid-
ering how much energy we put in to the farm in proportion to
how 1little food energy we get out of it.

the future..
Food production is based on sound ecological considerations.
Multi-crop organic farming is a part of each community, with
each reglion being as self-sufficlient as possible. The land
would become a part of everyone's life without the historic
cost of being tied to the land.

GOVERNMENT

© NOW., .
A massive bureaucratic complex accounts for fully 1/4 of the .
GNP, 1It's highly centralized and heavily influenced by private
economic interests--locally, nationally, and internationally.
Government creates all kinds of problems and then creates more
government to solve them. Its legitimacy rests on the myth of
representation,

the future..
Government is eliminated. Given a new soclety and economy,
most present government functlions are no longer needed. Reg-
ional and national relations between communities are handled
directly by those communities. Electronic communication net-
works are used to arrive at concensus about regional and nation-
al issues. Law will give way 'to direct face to face understand-
ings among famllies, neighborhoods, and communities.

FOOD

now, .
Diets dependent on meat, poultry, and fish are secured through
Processes of tremendous violence. Highly processed and packaged
foods require a great waste of enexgy and resources,

the future..
Dietary protein depends on combinations of grains, beans, ‘etc.,
which are more economical sources. Vegetarian diets don't re-
quire violence. Fancy packaging and processing is eliminated.
Good nutrition is emphasized in the culture, and people are
more aware of how thelr diet affects their physical and mental
well-being.

UFESTYLE

now. .
Nuclear families live in single houses or apartments. The fam-
(ily is concerned with collecting private possessions and con-
suming goods, services, and culture. Passivity and isolation
characterige daily Yife. . Adults have few friends--most of
thelr social relations are shaped by what kind of work they do
and how much money they have. Parents view children as poss-
- essions, and manipulate and dominate them--which prepares the chil-
dren to be manipulative and dominating when they grow up.
the future,.
Extended families of friends, much larger than the nuclear family,
with varieties of internal relationships, live together in big
houses or close together in neighborhoods. They share possessions
and facilities. The community will be a safe and friendly environ-
ment where children can do as they please, People of all ages
:111 help provide for, make decisions about, and enjoy the commun-
Ye ;

VALUES - :

now, ,
Constant expansion, "big is good," love of ssession, and need for
the approval of others (usually authorities) are common qualities.
Order comes from outside (1ike from government and police). People
obey certain authorities and then dominate other people when they
have the power (1like parents and bosses do).

the future..
Simplicity, practical cooperation, sharing, and togetherness are
common values. The lifestyle makes integrated personalities,
creative intelligence, and toleration of people who are different
more possitle.,

EDUCATION

NoW. ., '
Education 1s defined as going to school. Schools are defined
by government or religions. Within school, learning is
separated into disciplines and removed from its practical basis
in 1ife. School's main function is to socialize people to fit
into things as they are, especially the economic system. ’

the future...
Education happens within the experience of daily life, instead of
in special institutions. People with gifted minds and talents
contribute dally to the 1life of the community. Art and science are
popular interests rather than specialists' interests. Travelling
artists and teachers share their gifts.
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THE ECO COMMUNITY
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"“The eco-community shown on the
- left 1s about 2,500 acres,
“with an area of 4 square miles.
.. Three distinct areas make up

- the community. First is the

- village and garden area in the
~ center. The village is des-

~ cribed on the lower half of
=% |7 this page.

5038 . The second area is a light in-
oggg “ dustry area surrounding the
2939 , village gardens.
1814
8998 { |7 The third and largest area is
$8338.4 |4 made up of the farms. This

particular community has 20

7 farms of about 80 acres each.
They are organized so that they
radiate outwards from the cen-
ter. A typical farm is des-
cribed in greater detail on the
right on the next page.
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The whole community is designed
for about 1,000 people. The
§>farmhouse described on the lo-
8

:

i

wer half of the following page
is good example of how living
arrangements for many of the
people would be organized. Also
there would be. many houses for
small groups of people or for
v persons that choose to live by
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The village area would be the center
of community's civic -and social life.
The central buildings (labelled,’l
through 9) would house things like
workshops, art studios, a medical
center, kitchens and eating areas,
media centers, and theatres. They
could also house recording and jam-
ming studios, day care, learning
centers, labs, a community library,
a community supply center (for food
stuffs, hardware, clothes, etc.-

L [

all free), planning facilities, and =3 TUWHVIESN T AR AT, it ﬁﬁ
etc. One building of special im- ! '
portance is the community assembly ’mm
hall (#1) where all the people of

the community would debate and dec- =5

ide community decisions. No politi-
cians in the future please. Around
the community buildings are 10 village
houses (labeled A-J). These are

like the farmhouse described on the
following page.

There would be no motor vehicles, -
like cars, used in thd village,
except for deliveries. All organic
waste would be collected and used
as fertilizer in the gardens. Rain
water collected into huge undér-
ground tanks would provide for
most water needs. As on the farms,
most heating would be provided by
solar energy or heat pumps, backed
up by fossil fuels like coal, oil,
and gas.
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% The farm would be based on a new kind of ag-
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riculture. This new kind of agriculture
would be ecologically sound--it would use
'._{1_§ wisely what nature offers us.
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Also, these farms would produce food that
would meet the needs of new lifestyles and
diets.

n @Fﬁiﬁ Big business farming methods that use chem-
A icals a lot would be replaced by organic
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/j// /) ,) N t ! Farming would be more labor-intensive, us-
3 ' r**) E?ing people more and machines less.

Don't believe Farm Bureau propaganda against
] , this kind of farming. Organic, many-crop
: farming could help us have more food, better
l food and a better 1life for all people.
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The farmhouse pictured on the right
was designed by a group of archi-
tecture students at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. It is an ex-
cellent model ‘for the kind of home
I imagine within the eco-community.

The house is designed for 40 people.
(20 adults and 20 children). The
main floor is divided into 3 areas
(marked A-B-C). ’

The central area (zone A) is a com-
munal zone which has four separate
kitchens and eating areas each for
ten people. The area marked zone B
is a communal private area that
would be used like today's living
room. The outer portions of the
house are the private areas (zone C),
people's bedrooms.

Using this living design, people can
choose to be alone when they want
privacy or they can choose to be
with other people in the communal
.areas. -

The communal area has a second floor
used for day care and as a children's
room. In the basement are workshops,
a root cellar, a storage area, places
for doing farming experiments, a wa-
ter-tank for the solar heating sys-
tem. The house design calls for
wood-burning stoves for extra heat
and cooking, but the ‘wood supply
might not be good enough to do that
here in central Illinois.

The part of the house marked D
houses the goats and chickens and
has a tool rcom. .A greenhouse is
connected to this side of the house.
In back of the house are two wind
generators for electricity:
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Insurance companies, like banks, real-
ly don't produce anything. Both kinds
of businesses exist because we live

in an-economy based on money. If

your house burns down or your car

gets smashed up, it's great to be
covered against these kinds of sudden
losses,

But in the economy of the future, if
your house burns down, you and your
friends will go' get the things you
need and build a new one. It's as
simple as that.

So in this new kind of future, what

do we do with the State Farm Building
out on 667 There's a whole lot of
steel, glass, and parking lot there.

In the previous pages about the future.
I did not discuss what so0 do to make
the cities more livable and ecologi-
cally sound.

.But' you can get a pretty good idea by
using the State Farm building as a
‘model. ’ :

HOUSING AUTHORITY

of the
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS

ANNOUNCES

A NEW CONCEPT OF PARTIAL RENT PAYMENTS FOR LOW I
INCOME FAMILIES, THE ELDERLY, THE DISABLED OR

HANDICAPPED PERSONS.

‘community within the building.

OF
FARM

THE PLAN

The main idea is to create a whole
Much
of the office space would be convert-
ed, turned into living areas that
would be, socially, like the eco-
community farmhouse.

The large number of computers could
be re-programmed to help figure out
problems with getting things that
people need distributed. Without
money} markets, or government, we
would need all the computer-power
we could get to help us operate the
economy ourselves.

The windows would have to be changed
so they could open for air. A whole
new heating and cooling system would
be put in, probably using solar ener-

gy -

All the parking lots would be torn up
and made into gardens, orchards, and
ponds for food production. Also, all

‘exotic area.
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the kinds of facilities described in
the eco-community village could be
housed in the State Farm Buildings.

Hopefully, a relatively self-contained
community of several hundred people )
could replace the nonsense we now call

- the insurance business.

One thing I can't help but imagine

is turning the atrium into a super-
How about a miniature
tropical rain forest with birds,
monkeys, and all kinds of hallucinog-
enic plants? Or maybe turn the whole
of the State Farm complex into a
tropical forest--each floor steaming
with plants and strange animals,

The whole thing a giant playground--
a revolutionary memorial against
office work.

I am sure anyone who has even been
inside State Farm's Corporate Head-
quarters here in Bloomington could
think of some highly creative things
to do with it. Remember, exaggeration
is the beginning of invention.

.

ent reading.

Begin at Start, by

tine Books,
Moving Towards

and Taylor, New

Ideas and inspiration for this future section came from
a whole bunch of sources.
ones I want to list.
pendent studying, these books and magazines are excell-

A few of the more important
If anyone wants to do some inde-

Ecology and Revolutionary Thought, by Murray Bookchin,
Times Change Press, 31.25.

Radical Technology, ed. Godfrey Boyle and Peter Harper,
Random House, $6.50.

Su Negrin, Times Change Press, $3.25,

Diet for a Small Planet, by Frances Moore Lappe, Ballan-
$1.95. ‘
a New Socilety, by Gowan, Lakey, Moyer,

Society Press, $3.50.

_ -

Need help with your rent?

Are you paying more

than 25% of your income
for rent?

Families and elderly individuals with modest incomes may be eli-
gible to apply for Housing Assistance Payments (rental subsidy)
through the HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF BLOOMING-
TON.

This new program, for a limited number of applicants, entitled
SECTION 8--HOUSING -ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM,
is now in effect.

The SECTION 8--HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM
provides rent assistance for modest income families and elderly
living in privately owned rental apartments, duplexes, town-
houses, or houses. It permits landlords renting sound and decent
housing to receive part of their rent directly from the Housing
Authority and the remainder from the tenant.

For more information call the HOUSING AUTHORITY, 829-3360
--or apply at 104 E. Wood, Bloomington, Illinois.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SV Z3

Communities--~a journal of cooperative living, Box 426,
Louisa, Virginia, 23093, $1.25 per issue.

--chuck eastwind

TiME ForR A SeriNG FLING!

v, @2

OITARS & INSTRUCTION™

105 Broadway Normal 452.6412
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% At APACHE JUNCTION

Quality Indian Jewelry

is our specialty--
not a sideline
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Apache
“Junction

Selection of Quality £)7

Indian Jewelry

,X When buying
YA ~ Indian Jewelry
Apache Junction

is all you =
need to know

Offering You
Selection,
Quality and
Bottom Dollar
Prices
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*Nuggets
*Cut Stones
*Special Orders ~ "Repairs & Sizing 3

204 S. McClun 829-4411 1
Bloomington | ey pry St

- 10a.m. -5p.m E
"2 blocks east of Clinton -- just off Grove
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*Retail
*Wholesale
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-The biggest landlord in town didn't meet heating
standards for its tenants during this winter's big
freeze.

Certain rooms in Watterson Towers, the 27-story
dormitory complex at Illinois State University, -
. got-as cold as 45 degrees during January.

Ba_d building design was blamed for the extreme
cold on Watterson's first floor of rooms.

Twenty of the rooms are built jutting out from the
main. structure, and their floors just sit on top of
air.

Robert Monninger, ISU Superintendent of utilities
was quoted in a Jan., 19th Pantagraph article: "I
complain when they build buildings with overhangs.
They missed installing enough heat in those over-
hang rooms even though it was brought to their

attention. " -
Eric Rudd of the ISU tenants* Union said that ISU's
non-heating may be illegal. Common law built up
by cases over the years places a legal responsi-

|
|
0
0
0

bility to provide adequate heat on any landlord,
with or without a contract. Illinois law implies
that landlords must provide liveable conditions.

Normal has an ordinance which requires landlords
to heat their buildings to a temperature in the 60's
This ordinance does not apply to ISU because ISU
is a state institution.

However, it's very possible that a civil suit could

succeed against ISU on the basis of state and com-
mon law.
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*Turquoise
*Jet
*Malachite
*Qyster
*Hammershell
*Gold Lip
*Mosaic

101
| BROADXAVF\Y
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(309)452-9222
OPEN 10-6
DAILY

CLOSED
SUNDAYS 33
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3 40% off

‘-36 varieties to choose from, in graduated or
tubular, at the lowest prices in town.

Pictured are the poorly designed overhanging

rooms in Watterson. The rooms got as cold
as 45 degrees during January.

” Watterson Residents Get
- Cold Shoulder From ISU

ISU Tenants' Union's Rudd has had no complaints
from Watterson students, but a check at ISU's
Association of Residence Halls revealed that
students in other dorms are also having heating
problems, some due to the same overhang design.

Isabelle Terrill, Director of ISU's Residential
Life, says definitely that this is the first time
there's been a serious problem with heating at
Watterson. She said that rent for the suffering
Watterson students, some of whom had to sleep
elsewhere for several days, would stay the same.

Terrill reports that she does 'not know how wide-.
‘spread the problem was." When I asked her if the
students assigned to the problem rooms would be
warned, she replied, "I would not presume that

-we would warn the students.'' She said that "of

course" the rooms would be assigned to students
next year.

Terrill said the problem "might not tome up again
for 50 years."

When I asked her if extra fans would be installed
in the troublesome Watterson rooms, as has been
done to help heat rooms in Atkin-Colby and Ham-
ilton-Whitten, she said she hadn't talked to any-
body about the possibility and gave me someone
else's name to call.

ISU is luckier than most landlords.
buck indefinitely.

It can pass the

10% off

*Conus *Pipestone *Blacklip *Orchid *Black Coral
*Gold Oyster *Redwood *Cowrie *Blue Coral *Marble
*Mussel *Melonshell *Conch *Gold Coral *Green Capiz
*White Clam *Buri *Papershell *Red Coral *Brownlip
*Carnarium *Strawberry *Celluloid *Puca Shell *Palmwood
*Coco Bola *Light & Dark Palm *M.O.P. *Brown Olive *Ivory

Wear 'em plain. . .or add beads! We've got bOO unique
‘varieties (the largest selection in lllinois) & we'll string
them for you...the way you want it. . . while-u-wait.

» 10% discount with this ad! 4

CATT R BRJ

103 BROADWAY MALL
NORMAL, ILLINOIS 61761

Hairstyling- Professional,
Knowledgeable, Affordable.

WOMEN & MEN MAY CALL 452-9812 FOR APPOINTMENTS

Open 8 am - 8 pm Daily
8 am -2 pm Sat.

Quality hair care products from Sassoon & Jhirmack
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&n vou feel moved to write us a letter, go
) right ahead, and we'll probably put it in.

oaa

b so in the letter.
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& you don't want it published, please say

Don
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Stone

Ford responds

Post‘ got it wrong--Don Stone

Dear People,

Sandy Emery recently wrote your newspa-
per a letter on her problems concerning a
new car she bought from Don Stone Ford, and
me, Steve Petersen. She made remarks on
several subJects which I think you should
hear both sides.

1. Sandy Emery has bought 2 new Pintos off
of Don Stone Ford and me, It sure is funny
that even though her 1976 Pinto was almost
exactly 1like her 1977 Pinto she never had
any complaints on it towards me or the ser-
vice department.

Says she’s happy

I Jjust wanted to make a remark concerning
Sandy Emery’s quote on the reason she was
treated- so unjust at Don Stone Ford. She said
it was because she is a "20 year old single
female.” Well I am a 21 year old single female
who came to Don Stone Ford a year ago when I
was 20 to try and get a job, I wanted a job
where I could make more than the usual $100 a
week, (take home - $85). And you've got to ad-
mit that's what most big firms pay their aver-
age educated 20 year old single female. Well,
Don Stone Ford gave me a chance when no one -
else would. Needless to say I am a happy em-
ployee here and plan to stay that way. Maybe
Sandy does have some service problems here.

. And maybe they are as serious as she makes
them out to be. I would have no way of know-
ing that. But I do know that the problems are
NOT because she is a "20 year old single fem-
ale." If anything that should be an advantage
out here. I work with these guys every day,
and there is one thing I am certain on. That
is they certainly like to "take care" of their
"20 year old single female" customers to the
best of their ability!

Becky Fulks
Assistant to the General
Manager

Post Note

Post note: Although we understand that good

" pay and pleasant bosses and co-workers may
make your job better than most, we'd like to
make a couple points 1in response to your let-
ter.

We feel that being "taken care of" because

you are a young woman is sexist in the same
way that more obvious discrimination is., Women
who get '"taken care of" because they are women
usually pay heavy for it. one way or another,
It's very likely that men-who light a woman
worker's cigarettes, flirt with her, etc.,
aren't going to take her very seriously in a
lot of ways. :

The same man who "takes care of" his female
employee in a condescending manner could also
be tempted to rip off a young woman customer--
Just because he thinks he can get away with
it. Lots of men who open doors for their sec-
retaries beat their wives.

2. The first time Sandy asked for a loaner
car I said yes under the conditions that she
brought it back by closing time (9:00pm)
both for insurance reasons and because it
is also my only means of transportation,
too! Sandy never did call that day to even
tell me she wasn't bringing the car back
that night. Obviously because she knew she -
was to return it THAT night. Needless to
say Sandy drove my car with my gas on my
insurance that night while I looked for a
ride.

3. The next time Sandy demanded a loaner
car from me I had to go to the General Man-
ager to even get a used car for her. This
was due to the fact that she showed no re-
sponsibility with my new car. The Manager
gave her a 1974 model car. Keep in mind Don
Stone Ford and every other new car dealer-
ship usually never gives out a loaner for
service problems. Don Stone Ford or I never
at any time HAD to give Sandy a loaner car.
Look what our generosity got us!

4, Also, an adjoining article critized us
and accused us of writing most installment
loan contracts at 13 to 14%. In reality,
almost all contracts are written at 11.96%
APR. This is the same as the banks use. As
the banks will tell you, the interest
charged depends on 3 things, - age, credit
rating, and the price of the vehicle.
Sounds like someone accused us of wrong-
doings without really knowing what they
were talking about.

Finally, I admit that I do not have 100%
satisfied customers, but what business can
admit they do - TRUTHFULLY! I, (a 22 year
0ld male) honestly tried to help a 20 year

worker

old female buy a new car and get a good
deal and in return I get pothing but criti-
zem. Well thank you Post-Amerikan fecr

- printing both sides of this. And as far as

I'm concerned Sandy Emery has had more than
enough of my help with her service prob-
lems. She deserved even less!!!

Steve Petersen

Post Note:

Post note: The information for the
Post-Amerikan article about Don
Stone Ford's loans that Petersen
mentions came from the installment
loan manager of the People's Bank in
Bloomington, :

The loan manager said that the bank
writes a lot of sales contracts for
Don Stone. He also implied that Don
Stone charges a higher interest rate
than the bank does.

"They have different contests,” the
loan'manager said. "The salespeople
get points 1f they write the con-
tract.” So, there's probably an
incentive for Don Stone people to
write their own contracts--which
means that buyers pay more interest.

Petersen says that almost all con-
tracts are written at 11.,96% annual
interest--"same as the banks." He
also says there are exceptions
according to age, credit ratings,
and the price of the vehicle. It's
funny the bank didn't mention any
exceptions.

Well, the best policy is to be
aware--and to let a bank write
your loan contract.

The Galery, Inc. disavows any
association with the Post-Amerikan.

--A paid advertisement--

The Post-Amerikan disavows any association with the Galefy. -

--Editorial comment--




Prisoner raps

Dear Post:

I'm a prisoner in the Menard State Prison. I'm
doing a1 1/2 -to-4 1/2 and a 2 1/2-to-7 1/2.
This is not my first time in prison, so I know
what's going on and what it's like here. I'd just
Jlike to tell the people what kinds of things go on
and what I think and feel about all this.

But before I get started, I want the Post~Amerikan
to know they're doing a great job on their paper
and hope they keep up the good work. I think the
people of Illinois should open their eyes to the
fact of what goes on and why all these prisons
are jammed packed.

We've got people in here that shouldn’t even be
here. First-time offenders that should have
gotten probation and county jail time. It seems
to me that anyone can go into a courtroom and say
this guy did this or that and somebody gets time.

system

(And it happens in the so-called good town of
Bloomington.) For those who get busted and
can't afford a lawyer, I feel sorry for you, cause
you ain't got a prayer in the world.. I know, I
had a public defender. I was tried and convict-
ed before I knew what was going on.

Public Defenders don't defend you. That's why
I'm in prison pow, the man didn't do his job.

I've been reading the paper and heard ihat crime
and drugs are decreasing( laugh, ha, ha). If
the people only knew.

‘For example, the police and MEG agents claim
they're doing a good job. They say they're get-
ting rid of all the dope dealers(Ha Ha).

Yea, they got a guy down here they busted last
summer at the Ted Nugent and Aerosmith
Concert. He got a 1-to-3 for an ounce and the

516 N. Main Bloomington

Save 42/,

Save by
Sewing it Yourself

Save 42% by making your own Altra
Down Parka kit, and save 30-50% over
ready-imade vests, sieeping bags,
ecomforters and other camping gear.

10-8 Mon.-Fri. Sat. 10-5 829-3521

Featuring: i
Broasted Chicken

Char-Grilled Steaks
Bar-B-Q Ribs

(

lce Cold Draft
Old Style

Miller’s Lite
Lowenbrau
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MEG and police are saying they're getting the
dealers off the streets. Just shows what a
‘good job they're doing. Those MEG agents make
me laugh.

As for crime on the streets, you'll never get
them all because some of them are Judge's sons.
Even cops steal. Butthe Public won't admit it.

The prisons in Illinois are so unorganized the
guards don't even know what's going on. Speak-
ing of guards, some of them make King look
like the Good Fairy. .

The food here is ok. The problem is you don't
get enough. You have to steal extra food if you
want to stay healthy. But even when you steal
food, you have to be careful or they throw you
in the hole or restrict you from the yard.

Mail is a week late or more. We used to get
mail on Saturdays but for some unknown reason
‘we don't get it anymore. According to the law,
we're supposed to get it on Saturdays, but you
can't argue against the law.

As far as counseling, you might as well hang it
up. These guys wouldn't help their own mothers
let alone the convicts. And you could be bleeding
to death and they still have you waiting in line
with your pass. They are supposed to have a
doctor here 24 hours a day. But he's only on

3 or 4 hours a day. There was a big thing in

the paper about the medical system,: but still
nothing is being done.

I think the schooling here is about the only good
thing. But then you're lucky if you can get in.

As far as making parole it's a 50/50 chance.
They give more year sets than they do paroles.

It's just unbelievable what goes on in prisons
and nothing is being done about it. The people
who put you in prison don't even know what it's
like. But I'd like to see them stay here a month
and let them see what we go through.

It's pure hell. Especially if you're married

like me. I've got a wife and a one-year-old boy. ™
I love them both. But the judge that put me

here could care less if you had a family.

Because they're not living in this Hell hole.

Just like a lot of other people, I didn't make it
on the outside. Anymore, you have to fight to
survive. You can't stop people from stealing,
killing, dealing or whatever. It's impossible.
But prison is not the answer to all crimes.

I don't have the answer and I don't think anybody
else does either. Maybe some day they will.

A lot of people may disagree with me about
prison life, but this is my opinion and I want

the people to know. This is.hell not only for me
but for a lot of others. ’

J.P. Young

#62118

Menard State
Prison

307 S. MAIN
NORMAL

Below Warehouse Liquors)

resfaurant

Dining Room
Tues-Thurs 5-9

Fri-Sun 5-10
Monday Night Beer Specials
Bar Open 7 Days 5-1
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If you feel moved to write us a letter, go 4
right ahead, and we'll probably put it in. ¢
If you don't want it published, please say 4
so in the letter. )

PP PPN
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Reader says: Don’t get Weisser

Dear Post-Amerikans

I recently had an encounter with optometrist
Nick J. Komons of the Weisser Union Optical
Co.  I'm hoping you at the Post-Amerikan
will be interested.

In Nov, of 1976, I went to Weisser's for

an eye examination. Both the receptionist
and Mr. Komonos told me that the law now
requires a glaucoma test for anyone getting
an eye exam.(I later found out this isn't
true.) I paid the $15 for the exam and
test, and left. °

In March of 1977, I decided to get a new
pair of glasses, and went back to Weisser

to choose them. I did so, but when the bill
totaled over $94, I canceled and left. By
the next day, I had declded to check prices
at other optical companies, so I went back
to Weisser to pick up my prescription. When
I requested my Rx, I was told that there
would be a fee of $10 for "taking my pre-
scription out." I asked to speak to the
person in charge, namely, Nick J. Komons.

After a short wait, he ushered me into his
office and explained to me that when I had
my eye exam in November, I had been givéh &'
special discount rate, and that there would
be an additional $10 charge for my prescrip-
tion. When I asked him if the patient didn't
have a right to know their own prescription
after paying for a examination, and why I
wasn't told that I'd been given a "special
discount rate," and that it would cost me
extra to obtain my prescription, he answered
that all the optometrists he knew operated
in the same way. He said that he wouldn't
be able to stay in business operating in any
other way. I left, irate.

I told my husband about the encounter, and
he, not understanding their policy, decided
to talk to Komons himself. When my husband
called, hours later, Komons told him that

he had been calling around to other optomet-
rists, and found out that they were up front
with their customers regarding charges for
prescriptions, etc. Because of this, Komons

sald, Weisser would change their policies
also; patients would still be charged $10
for taking their prescription out, but they
would be told this early in the game. He

(Komons) then offered to give us my prescrip-
tion at no charge if we would “keep quiv

about it."

We took 1t, of course.

A few facts compairing Weisser and Alliance
Optical Co. (Where I went later the same

afternoon) :

1) The exact same plastic frame that I
picked out at Weisser for $50, costs $35
at Alliance.

2) Tinted lenses at Weisser cost $10, $4
at Alliance,

3) A safety lens (which I belive is re-
quired by law in Illinois) is free at All-
iance, Weisser would have charged me $13
extra for this same feature.
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 YAH-TA-HEY
now re-opened

JEWELRY...

A savings you

POTTERY,

BY PROPRIETOR,
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Yah-Ta-Hey.

=

4) My singe-vision prescription for near-
sightedness was $28 at Weisser, $19 at
Alliance, .

Needless to say, my new glasses are coming
from Alliance, not Weisser. And I feel I
must ask, How ethical is this Komons?

Sincerly,
Jacalyn Hays
1011 S. Maple

Bloomington
Ph. 829-6061

at their
new location

114 N. Main

OFFERING STILL, THE FINEST SELECTION OF
HANDCRAFTED INDIAN SILVER AND TURQUOISE
ALL PRICES ARE:

1/3 Off Southwestern Retail Value,
just like before.
4ccm't pass byl

AND AS A NEW ADDITION YAH-TA-HEY NOW HAS
AN EXCITING ARRAY OF HANDPAINTED CERAMIC
HANDTHROWN CLAY POTTERY,
WICKER [TEMS AND WROUGHT IRON FURNITURE...
ALL IMPORTED DIRECTLY FROM MEXICO PERSONALLY
CHUCK SNELLING.

PLANTERS,

As an “opening” invitation,
8-inch clay pots are only $1.10.

Come in and see what's new at

You'll be glad you did.

Store hours will be:
10:00 am — 5:30 pm. Closed Sundays.

YAN-TA-HLY

OUR PHONE NO. IS STILL 828-1142
| 114 Main Ot.
Downtown Dloomington
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Sexism in

37

Did you catch the elementary basket-
ball tournaments? If you did, you
might have been surprised to see
Julie Compton playing with a former-
ly all-male basketball team. That
is, if the Illinois Elementary
School Association (IESA) had not
ruled that she could not play.

-Julie, one of the team's guards, is
the second highest scorer on the
Mackinaw Illinois Elementary. School
basketball team. Julle, who has been
playing for three years, was sudden-
ly told by the IESA that she had %o
stop because she 1s female,

Julie had been playing all season

and her team had made it to the
tournament. Before the tournament
her coach got word from the IESA

that he would not be able to use Julie
in the tournament games.

The Coach and Julie's father talked

to a lawyer, who then wrote a letter
to IESA, suggesting that IESA's action
against Julie might violate the U.S.
constitution. TIESA then filed a

class action suit against Julie and
all others "similarly situated”
(females on formerly all-male grade
school sports teams).

This filing of a class action suit by
the IESA against Julie is really very
strange, in terms of how class action
suits are usually done. IESA is the
plaintiff (person suing) in this
case, and Julie and all other females

Usually it would be the other way
around. In class action suits, the
class 1s usually the people suing,
not the person or organization being
sued,

Another odd thing about this sult is
that IESA is going to court to test
its own rules. This is not illegal,
Just unusual, The rule they are test-
ing is one which keeps females out

of "male" sports.

There are two reasons why IESA might
have filed, this unusual class action
suit against Julie and all others
similarly situated. By suing Julie,
IESA becomes the plaintiff., Plain-
tiffs in suits get to determine the -
Jursidiction of the case {(where it

is tried in court). IESA is located
in McLean County, so the case will
be held in Bloomington. IESA is more
likely to win the suit, or at least
.get favorable public opinion, in
Bloomington or somewhere downstate
rather that Chicago.

are the defendants (people being sued).

Sports

‘Going to Courts

Another reason why IESA might have
filed the class action sult is this:
females in Julie's situation have

sued and won in Chicago, and IESA knows
that 1t had better join the fight soon,
before it has no chance of winning at ~
all. TIESA may very well be starting

to get nervous.

The sults that were won by females

in Chicago were brought by indivi-
duals, so IESA filed a class action
suit, one that could stop all females.

The two similar cases won by females
in Chicago both came out of a Chicago
Federal District Court. The first
case was that of a thirteen-year old
who wanted to play football in the-
Chicago park league. She was not
allowed to, so she sued as an indivi-
dual and won.

The second case was that of a high
school woman competing - in a "men's”
tournament.” She did this because
the women's gymnastics toutnament
did not have a trampoline event.
was forbidden to compete and then
sued, again as an individual. She
also won. .

She

As precedents, these cases should be
helpful in winning Julle's case. -

The part of Julie's case that would
e funny if it weren't so tragic is
how IESA hopes to win it. IESA
intends to win by proving that females
are more likely to get hurt. IESA
is probably going to bring in
"expert” witnesses to testify that
females are naturally weaker ‘and
more likely to get hurt. Yes,
believe it or not, they are still
trying to tell us we are weaker.

Of course, the only way this reason-
ing would hold up logically is if IESA
could prove that all women are always
weaker than all men, but I guess IESA
doesn't have the famous "male" powers
of logic and reason.

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
will represent Julie and all others
similarly situated. The ACLU's
lawyer will be Gary Johnson. He will
probably be assisted by Carol Kepper-
man, a Chicago lawyer who tried and
won one of “the similar Chicago cases.

Are any of you wondering how Julie's
basketball team did in the tournament?
They lost in the regional by one point
to a team they had beat before--when .
Julie was playing-- by 25 points.

SL
Photo m——
taken /THE FIRST AMENDMENT MEANS JUST WHAT T CHOCSE (T TO®
from MEAN — NEITHER MORE NOR LESSS
Womens
Journal .

APOLOGIES TO LEWIS CARROLL

The McLean County Citizens Against the Rate
Hike (McCCARH) were very pleased with the hear-
ing held in January at Bloomington City Hall by
the Illinois Commerce Commission.” Many good
statements covering a variety of issues were put
into the record for the IC C's final decision on

the rate hike around June. Illinois Power Com-
pany is putting lots of money into presenting

their rate hike rationale before the ICC. This is

" money we consumers are providing.

On February 9, Mayor Godfrey of Normal held
an energy conference to plan for Normal's long-
range energy needs. A panel of experts made up
of a representative of Northern Illinois Gas, a
Mr. Brown representing IPC and a Mr. Beer rep-
resenting Cornbelt Electric Cooperative was on
hand. Businesspeople, developers, officials from
the City of Bloomington's public schools and ISU
representatives were among the people invited--
"the big users.' When questioned by a member
of McCCARH about the lack of invitations to

| -
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“Power to the People”

'Lifeline in Hlinois

another large group of energy consumers, the -
private citizens, Mayor Godfrey replied:
"Citizens are represented. Someone is here
from Senator Hall and Rep. Madigan's office!"

Mr. Beer stated that '"nuclear power will have to
fill in the gap of increased electrical use--the
answer has to be nuclear.'" He further stated that
"Cornbelt Electric Co-op is purchasing 8.24% of
the Clinton nuclear plant.” A member of
McCCARH disputed Mr. Beer's claim that nu-
clear energy would be low cost. The citizen
brought up the high cost of nuclear energy in terms
of money, environment, and health, Mayor
Godfrey broke in, saying that '"discussion of
nuclear power was not the purpose of the con-
ference."

The entire conference lasted nearly an hour. What
was the purpose of the conference?

McCCARH is also monitoring progress of ""Life-
line" legislation--House Bill 83--in Springfield.

As introduced, the Lifeline bill called for a lower
fixed charge for a certain amount of electricity

pér month for most residential customers--those
who don't have electric heat. This amount of
electricty (500 kilowatt hours) is thought to cover
the basic monthly needs of a family of 4. The more
electricty you would use, the more you would have
to pay per kilowatt hour. So heavy users like

State Farm would have to pay more, hopefully
encouraging conservation.

The Lifelinc bill is being heard in the Public
Utilities Committée of the House. It was to be
voted out of Committee March 16, 1877, but it
has become obvious that industry is putting a lot
of pressure on committee members. The bill was
instead sent to a study committee to be watered
down by April 27 forvfurther consideration.

The Tllinois Commerce Commission has stated
that 80% of low~income people would benefit from
the Lifeline bill as introduced. Power to the Pecople.

3
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Storaska on Rape:

Too L

As part of Women's Week at ISU, Frederick
Storaska, a well-known. writer and lecturer,
gave a speech on rape.

Storaska, is the author of How to Say No

to a Rapist and Survive, and has been lec-
turing about rape for almost thirteen years,
since he witnessed and broke up an attempted
rape. He also started the National Organi-
zation for the Prevention of Rape and Assault.

Storaska's opening statements focused on
the idea that everyone should be more in-
formed about rape. He talked about how we
are socialized to expect men to be aggres-
sive and women to be passive.

Storaska stated, "Women have been condition-
ed to ask for it." He also said that
"until we get rid of the social-sexual
stereotype, we will have rape." He also
talked about some of the myths about rape.

Storaska then discussed some of the typical
things that women are told to do to prevent
rape, like carrying weapons. Storaska's
advice was to "do whatever is right for
you.,"

Storaska's philosophy on rape itself is
that "rape should be avoided at all costs
except something worse, and it isn't the
worst thing that can happen to you. It
should be put into the proper perspective.

He believes that "rape is a crime of hate
and degradation, that the rapist 1is an
emotionally disturbed person, and that
there must be rejection for rape to hap-
pen." He also stated that "rape is a
lack of people treating people as people.”

This is the basis for his ideas on how
women should deal with rape attempts. He
says that when we deal with a rapist, we
are dealing with :a human being, and so
defense works only some of the time. He
pushes communicating your way out of rape.

Storaska mentioned several examples of
women who used this method successfully.
According to Storaska, this anti-rape
tactic should be easy to understand, be-
cause it's used all the time in daily
life. He advises women top go along with a
rapist emotionally and spiritually but not
sexually.

Storaska does advocate the use of two de-
fenses: one is to reach up and put out a
rapist's eyes. The other defense is used
when a man grabs you from behind. You
should reach back gently, find one testicle
and smash it! He believes that these two
defenses are better because the first part
of the move is an action used normally in
lovemaking.

ittle, Too

Throughout his speech, Storaska maintained
a very good rapport with the audience. His
speech was filled with jokes and stories.
He had the whole audience laughing.

Storaska is more of an entert-iner than a
serious lecturer. I think he talked about
a very serious subject all too lightly. He
said, "My Jjob is not to educate you, it is
to enthuse you," and that he did.

He also places all of the responsiﬁility
on women, when in fact it should be every-
one's responsibility.

Light

Storaska pushes the myth that the rapist is
an emotionally disturbed person., In fact,

the rapist is usually, according £§fsoci-
ety's definition, a perfectly normal man.

Also, Storaska deals only with the preven-
tion of rape. He says nothing about what
happens to woman after she is raped and how
this can be dealt with.

Storaska did make some good points., However,
he mixes Jjust enough truth with just enough
fallacy so that his lecture is really very
dangerous,

--J.E.L,

and the nations largest union, the Inter-

Farmworkers,
Settle Feud--Again

The United Farm Workers of America (AFL-CIO)

national Brotherhood of Teamsters, recently
signed an agreement over who will represent
farmworkers. The agreement allows Teamsters,
a graceful exit from California fields where
they have harrassed the UFW for the last six
years.

Teamsters

In Bloomington~Ncrmal support for the UFW

has been revived, and local supporters have
scheduled the award-winning movie "Fighting
for Qur Lives" for a showing in late April,

The film, depicting the UFW's struggle in
tpe summer of 1973 when two workers were
killed, will raise funds to organigze the

Bagdasarian grape ranch in the Coachella

Valley of California. Bagdasarian employs
over 600 workers.

The Teamsters have agreed to four such pacts
in the past, breaking them all. But since
the beginning of free, secret elections

for farmworkers in California, the Teamsters
have been losing regularly. So the Teamsters
might stick to the agreement this time.

The UFW also asks supporters to send letters
to Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance (CMLI,
140 Garden St., Hartford, Comn., 06115),

Connecticut Mutual owns a large interest
in Coashella Growers, a citrus firm, which
has refused to negotiate.

The UFW boycott of non-UF¥ table grapes,
iceberg lettuce and Gallo wines continues,
however. The agreement with the Teamsters
does not elminate the real cause of farm-
worker oppression, the growers. And until
the growers sign contracts, the boycott
continues.

If you would like to help organize the fund-
raising movie (and support the Farmworkers,
who feed all of us), contact Mike or Verna
at the Newman Center. Call 452-5046 or Mike
at 829-3576. And please continue to boycott
non-UFW lgttuce, grapes and Gallo wines!
Hasta la Victoria! (Until our victory!)

Under UFW contracts, farmworkers are guar-
anteed decent’ wages, health and legal
facilities, retirement plans, sanitary
facilities, a union hiring hall, pesti-
cide, controls, and an end to child labor.

THE NEW VOICE:

The Voice of
the Working Class

published biweekly

--MgM

Available at THE BACK PORCH (Bloomington) and DIVINYL MADNESS (Normal)
or through Illinois Friends of The New Voice a
P.O. Box 824, Bloomington, IL 61701

Also published by THE NEW VOICE (TNV) and available through
llinois Friends are the following pamphlets:

IMPERIALISM TODAY:
AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS ..t 2 a2 s

THREE ARTICLES ON THE BRIBE . .....

(exposes the theory that the S merican working class is "bribed")

THE ISSUE OF FREE SPEECH . .t 2t 224

(why the working class oppoeses [ree speech for racists like Willinm Schoekley)

REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY IN THE U.S. .

« = = 25cC
« 25c¢C

« 25¢C

s 25c¢

DEFEAT THE NATIONAL QUESTION LINE IN
THE U.S. AND UNITE TO FIGHT RACISM

$1.00

FIGHT THE CRISIS » v s s v v s s s suvcneaa 30C




Denied-
“Right Of Option”

Repression is increasing in Argentina under
Videla, the military dictator there, since
1974, political prisoners have been denied
the "right of option," the chance to leave
the country which is guaranteed to dissidents
by the Argentine constitution. -

Prisoners are also now being tortured nst
only at General Federal Headquarters, :.s in
the past, but in the prisons themselves.

Actlal political activists are not victims of
police groups. "The Argentine League for
Human Rights reports that the military police
have murdered some 130 children, apparently
sons and daughters of Argentine guerrilla
fighters.

Yo
Lethal Dose ?

(2Ns)--If you're not fed up with TV com-
mercials, here's your chance for more.

The trade publication Advertising Age is
selling tickets to what it bills "the 100
best TV commercials of 1976." The two-hour-
plus screening of ads, selected from more
than 14,000 entries, will be shown in four
U.S, cities--New York, Chicago, los Angeles
“and San Francisco,.

Each ticket to the ad extravaganza sells
for $15 at the door.

Despite President Carter's pious words on the
dictatorship's violations of human rights,
U.5, plans to send Argentina $48 million in
military sales credit and $700,000 for mil-

itary training during 1977 have not been
officially scrapped

tedeape! 17

s plain in that part

WINCE TV SERVICE

103 N. ROOSEVELT ST.
Most Pograsies Beraigep Iv 24 HouRs

Worx owv Mosr Sers

8/2.50 miv.
Srop Woak

~~
® " Service
CaLLs

B1500

Esrimates

$5.00

SEE US FOR USED TV SETS

We Tére You Tue Cost Berore Rerain
Puonve 829-322]

Action To Help Wives

On Dec. 7, 1976, a coalition of four legal
organizations filed a class action suit
against the New York Police Department and
the N.Y, Family Court for failure to protect
battered wives.

The complaint charges that the N.Y., police
unlawfully refuse to arrest men who beat
their wives, and that Family Court employees
refuse to let battered women ask for Orders
of Protection. .

Under N.Y. law, a man can be punished by up
to 15 years imprisonment for an assault
against a person he's not married to. Since
the creation of the Family Court in 1962,
there is no penalty for the first beating
reported to the police.

And a husband can now be sentenced to only
slx months for any beating after the first
one reported. Before the Family Court was
started, the penalty for assaulting a wife
vwas the same as for assaulting anyone else.




Hard To Take Apart Nuclear Plant

{(ZNS)--A new study concludes that nu-
clear power will -cost even more than
was expected because parts of the
plants will remain radioactive for
more than 1% million years.

The study, by the New York Public
Interest Research Group, adds sup-
port to previous research which qis—
putes the nuclear industry's claims
-that atomic plants may be safely
taken apart about 100 years after
operation stops.

The industry contends that the typical
plant will produce]energy for about

L0 years, that it will be “mothballed"
under 24-hour guard for the next 100
years, and then can be safely taken
apart. .

SERVICE BRIEFS

{ZN5)-~Ginseng root, the medicine that dates
tory, may be a modern wonder drugi
| The bitter-tasting root that often has been

- latghed ot by western medical researchers,
is suddenly showing up in lab tests as &

| and a powerful source of endurance.  Recent .

| increased the stamina in mice by 35%, and that
 the daily uSe of the root extract doubled
.staming. o . 7 :

10 be cavried in the backpacks of North

commonly snack on Ginseng during
 to prevent disesse. .

. which have already occurred while

| back more than 3000 years into Chinese his-

| -mysterious preventative for dovens of discases

. tests have found that a single dose of Ginseng

;‘ThéﬁengrgiZihgﬁproperty‘ovainseng caused it |

Vietnamese soldiers during the war; and Soviet

The New York research group, however,
says certain types of dangerous radio-
activity will remain inside the plants
for the next 1.56 million years. This
persisting radioactivity would require
first flooding the plants; then divers
would work under a protective layer

of eight feet of water to cut the
plant into pieces; aftér that, the
pieces would then be placed in lesd
casks and permanently buried at fed-
eral safe storage areas,

The group says its finding indicates

that disposing of the plants will add
"many tens of millions of dollars to

the cost of nuclear power.”

Not to mention the several accidents

transporting and storing radioactive
material,

Forge With Xerox

(ZNS)~-The new color copying machine made by
Xerox, known as the Xerox 6500, has triggered
a boom in counterfeiting from doast to coast.

“She’s My Wife!”

Julio Ellas was sentenced to three years in
prison for beating his wife with a kitchen
chair, a screwdriver, a bicycle wheel, "and
anything else he could get his hands on."
When arrested, he had asked, "What's wrong?
She’s mv wife,"

The machine is being used to forge everything
from payroll checks and stock certificates
to postage stamps and bus transfers.

The ability of -the Xerox 6500 to make almost
rerfect full-color copies forced McDonald's to
redesign its 50-cent hamburger gift certificates
because so many bogus ones were being accepted.

Ban Isolétes
Gays

Norman Carlson, director of the U.S. Bureau
of Prisons, has officizlly banned all gay
publications from federal prisons, .

The counterfeiting problem has become so severe
that federal officials and members of the fin-
ancial community have seriously asked Xerox to
recall the 6500 and replace it with a machine
that makes poorer reproductions. So far,

Xerox has refused,

Real Experience

(Northwest Passage)--A group of about 20
University of Washington students who

were discussing fascism in their class

got an opportunity to confront it first
hand when one of the students read the class
an announcement that C,I,A. recruiters would
be on campus that morning in ILoew Hall.

Women’s Report:
No Birth Control

In Laos, the government has banned the use of
birth control in an attempt to build up the
nation®s population.

The group decided on the spot to take a
field trip, and reassembled a few minutes
later at the site of the recruiting. After
arriving, they burned some application
materials, expressed their distaste for
the recruiters' presence on campus and

the C.I.A. in general, and generally dis-
rupted the business of spy recruiting.
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Bus fares will go up soon, according to an up-
side~down decision approved by the Bloomington-
Normal Public ‘Transit System Trustees February
21, :

At a time when transit systems should be lowering
fares and making it easier to ride the bus (see
adjoining story), the bus bosses will jack up the
‘rates for senior citizens by 50%, from 10¢ to 15¢.
Adult fares wil]l jump from 25¢ to 35¢, while
children and students will pay 20¢, instead of 15¢.

Riders won't have to pay the higher charges until
a planned route expansion begins. The expanded
bus routes could be running as early as this spring.

Trangit system officials admit that they expect to
serve fewer riders under the increased rates.
(They may actually serve more riders, since they
are expanding routes. But the system will lose

a percentage of potential and existing riders be-
cause of the rate increase.)

Transit system officials even have federal govern-
ment statistical projections to calculate exactly
how much decrease in ridership to expect from
this rate increase. (They expect 7 1/2 per cent
fewer adults.)

But calculations show that the bus system will
still take in more money under the increased rates,
even with fewer riders.

Costs of running the bus system have gone up.
That's why the transit operators say they are
raising rates--to get more money, even if it
means serving fewer people.

The public transit sy.étem doesn't take in as much
money as it spends. It never has. It was never
expected to break even.

Several government agencies, including the cities
of Bloomington and Normal, help fund the public
transit system. They do so because the transit . .
system was established to serve riders, not to
make money.

The theory behind the subsidies (money support) is
this: it is very important to have a bus system,
even if the system loses money at public expense,

Public policy of the transit system and the govern-
ment agencies which subsidize it should be directed

al
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"'WRONG MOVE

Bus fares going up

A new concept in jewelry.
Turquoise, Copper,
Liquid Silver & Gold,
Feather Jewelry,
and more

105 %, Beauforf

toward increasing ridership by making it easier to
ride the bus. The planned route expansion is a
good idea, but it is not enough (see adjoining story).

But the fare increase, along with other recent de-
cisions of the bus bosses, will make it harder for
people to ride the bus, thus decreasing ridership.

Here are some examples:

Riders will still have to have exact change when
boarding the bus. But today's convenient one-
coin fares (10¢ for the elderly and 25¢ for adults)-
will be gone. All the new fares will require at
least two coins, making it less likely that a rider
will just happen to have the right change. They'll
have to stop at a store.

Also since the downtown council (a business group)
influenced the city council and the transit system
to move the downtown bus transfer center, people
waiting for the bus won't be waiting right next to

a store where they can get the proper change.

Bowing to pressure from business' Downtown
Council, the transit system trustees and the city
council decided to locate the new transfer center
at the site that the fewest number of bus riders
chose in a recent poll.

The new transfer center site (favored by only 29

out of 459 voting bus riders) will be cleverly located

in just about the only possible site downtown where
bus riders couldn't wait inside a store without get-
ting too far away from the bus stop. The Downtown

Mane Wieds 9-9
Churs 5a1. 91/
/2-5

Council pushed this site, because they wanted to
get the "riff-raff" (who didn't spend money, just
waited for the bus) away from their stores.

Since waiting bus riders won't be able to take
shelter in stores, the bus system is building a
three-sided shelter at the transfer center, located
on the south side of Front St. at Main St. But the
shelter will be unheated, making the wait extremely
uncomfortable for the fewer winter riders hardy
enough to stick it out.

The transit trustees should stop knuckling under
self-interested business people who push plans
which make it less convenient to ride the bus.

And the transit trustees should stop knuckling
under to short-sighted city council members and
short-sighted Pantagraph editorials which push
breaking even financially as a primary short-term
goal of the bus system. ’

Instead, transit trustees should work to increase
their subsidies, making increasing ridership their
goal, even if it means losing more money.

More explanation of this proposal is in the adjoin-
ing article.

latives or -spoii_s_es of prisoné_rsf Visits lfa__sted .
§ only ten minutes, and were permitted only on

| Wednesday and Sunday evenings.

| Xing blamed lack of adequate physical facilities

iz



CITIES SHOULD SPEND MILLIONS TO..

Make buses a real alternative

m——

Given their limited power, the transit system
trustees may-have had no choice except to in-
crease bus fares (see adjoining article).

But the Bloomington, Normal, and the state and
federal agencies which presently pay part of the
bus system's deficits do have a choice: they
could, if they understood the importance of a
bus system, invest millions of dollars in buses.

The bus system should bg greatly expanded, in
.order to give people a real choice about whether
to use a car or take the bus. Right now, there is
no real choice. Access to a private automobile
is almost an absolute necessity in Bloomington-
Normal. ’ :

And public policy should be directed to decreasing
our reliance on cars.

With a long-term shortage of fuels looming, it
becomes more and more absurd to continue con-
suming the fuel needed to power 3000 pounds of
metal, just to haul around one or two 150-pound
people.

Buses, trolleys, trains--any type of mass (rather
than individual) transit--require far less fuel per
person than automobiles.

By depending less on"cars, we won't have to tear
down entire blocks of perfectly good buildings just
to pave the land over to make a place to store
cars (a parking lot).

Instead of continuing to subsidize cars, members
of the city councils should revise their thinking
about buses. .

N\
The present bus system is only intended to pro-
vide a bare minimum of service, mainly for peo-
ple who can't afford to buy and maintain a car.

But the city councils should expand their intentions
and provide a bus system so extensive that even
people who can afford cars will choose to ride
buses instead.

Millions for Buses

The cities should spend millions on buses. They
should run them all over town, only 5 blocks a-
part. They should run every 10-15 minutes, may-
be every 20 minutes late at night. And the buses
should run all night long.

If they have to, the city councils should be prepared
to run the buses empty for years. If they stay em-
pty, they should expand the routes, reduce the
fare, anything to make it easier to ride the bus.
The idea would be to create a transportation en~
vironment which gives a potential car buyer a real
alternative.

Already, city governments spend a.huge propor-
tion of their budgets subsidizing the automobile.
So why not start supporting buses instead?

Almost all city expenditures in downtown Bloom-
ington in recent years can be directly traced to

a public policy which subsidized individual auto
transportation instead of mass bus or trolly trans-
portation.

Destruction

Bloomington spent séveral million just on "Vail's
lean-to, " otherwise known as the parking garage.

Dozens of good buildings or reparable buildings
died as the city bought them, then wrecked them,
just to build the automobile-oriented crossovers
on the downtown's four corners.

All the city-owned parking lots are paved-over
land once occupied by buildings. The community
lost not only the money spent to buy and wreck
them, but also the use of needed building space .
All the community can do with the land now is
store cars on it.

to cars

These lost buildings, lost money, and wasted
land all represent the city's policy of subsidizing
‘automobiles as a form of transportation.

Many street-paving expenses can be counted as
subsidizing of cars. Extensive use of mass trans-
portation would drastically reduce the extent and
frequency of road wear and tear.

A large portion of police and court expenses arise
from our dependence on cars. Traffic tickets,
parking tickets, traffic jams, traffic accidents--
all the city-paid people-hours spent dealing with
these activities would be reduced as automobile
use is reduced.

No Drunks

Many street-widening expenses result from in-
creased traffic flow over time. As more and more
cars travel on certain streets, the city pays huge

- sums to widen them. By adopting a public policy

discouraging dependence on cars, these increased
traffic flows in most areas would be dramatically

. [Fme| (]
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reduced. The Bloomington-Normal street system
might not need expansion for years, exept for new
areas. :

Drunken driving would be cut drastically if people
could go to taverns and back on buses.

At shopping centers, present public policy is sub-
sidy not only to automobiles, but also to privately
owned businesses. At Eastland, K-Mart, and
Zayre's. The owners of those businesses paid no-
thing for the road improvements.

3

These examples (and there are undoubtedly more)
are presented to make two points:

First, there is nothing new about millions of city
dollars going te subsidize a form of transportation;
we've been spending millions on cars for years.

Savings for People

Second, if the city did decide to implement a
public policy of encouraging bus use and discour-
aging car use, money presently spent subsidizing
automobiles could be saved.

And the benefit to the community would be immea-
surable. Traffic jams (ves, Bloomington-Normal
actually has some), tickets, fighting for a parking
place, car repairs, jumper cables, getting towed,
pollution, car payments--all of these could dis-
appear for large segments of the community.

With frequent, extensive bus service, more and
more people would be able to choose not to buy

a car. The total savings of all the individuals whe
will be able to save car repair expenses and car
costs--would amount to quite a bit.

We're going to have to cut way down on car use
some time. Why not start planning an alterna-

tive now?

--Mark Silverstein

| ALTERNATIVE BOOKSTORE

Women’s Books, Health Care,
Non-sexist Children’s Literature,
25-cent Used Books and MORE

4094 N.MAaIN
BLOOMINGTON

820-6223  10-bmot-sat |
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Flo Kennedy Kindles
a Fire at ISU

Approximately five hundred people, . until Tllinois votes to pass the Kennedy uses what she calls

the majority women and blacks, filed amendment. The gay community has "White House language," and her

into Capen Auditorium March seventh enlisted Kennedy's help in beginning speach was riddled with non-deleted
to hear black feminist attorney Flo a withdrawal of support from the expletives, "If it's good enough for
Kennedy. She began her program with Singer Company and from all Florida them (President Nixon and his

a sing-along of feminist and black Citrus products because of Anita advisors), it's good enough for
liberation songs. They were dall well- Bryant's anti-homosexual campaign. old, black Flo," she said. She
received, with the exception of a i (Those companies use Bryant in their explained her frankness by saying,
black rights song she wrote, entitled advertising.) - . "Look, I ain't tryin' to make no
"Niggers' Time Has Come." Perhaps friends; I ain't runnin' for nothin'."
the basicaly white middle-class Florence Kennedy gave the audience The important thing to remember in
Aaudience didn't totally agree with one final piece of advise: "If you whatever you do, she told the audience,
black liberation, but I prefer to take sh_t, you deserve it." And is to "maintain decency."” Flo

think that the song was too close when you take sh_t, smile, she Kennedy certainly did that Monday

to the truth for comfort. I 1like continued. And when you get sick night. '

to believe that it evoked feelings and tired of smiling, do something ——— i

of guilt and shame in every whitg about 1t. ngorah.W1att

person in attendance as they real-

ized, as I did, that we are all to

blame, to some degree, for "keeping
blacks in their place."”

Kennedy talked on revolution for
blacks, for women, and for students,
and she criticized all three move-

ments with equal venom. She does ¢
not advocate the use of violence, ¢
but she says, "To announce non- ¢
violence as policy is a critical x
mistake." If the enemy isn't sure ¢
whether or not you will resort to ¢
violence they will be more afraid. M
And the more afraid they are, the x
easier 1t 1s to achieve victory. ¢
Don't necessarily use violence, is ¢

her warning, but don't brag about it. ¢

“Horizontal Hostility” }

On student rights, Kennedy stated L 4
that on all campuses, big wigs pit *
sexism and racism against each x
other, so blacks and women fight ¢
each other instead of fighting L
their common enemy. She calls this b4 ' ‘

"horizontal hostility"” and defines 2

it this way: When a person steps Y 4
on your foot on the subway and you :: 311 . - » y -

get mad at that person instead of

at the transit system responsible ¢
ior over-crowded trains, that's 4 - - - -
orizontal hostility. L 4 - I O d
et ! We Specialize in Special Orders.
Kennedy admonished students for x -
allowing the university to fire ¢ . '
the best teachers. Students- ¢ ;
should demand their rights in the 1: oo a
running of the university, she P4 n
stated, especially about who gets ? 1
tenure and promotlons and where 4
money goes. It is disgraceful, x '
she said, that women students often ) ) uy
have an office tucked away where ¢ : n
no one can find it and that black L 4
students often have a house way % JEFF BECK-Shapes of Things
the hell away from everything else 3
on the campus. "Make this school ? ROY BUCHANAN-In the Beginning JOHN MAYALIL-Memories
give you rights." she ordered. x '
4 ERIC CLAPTON-There's One in Every Crowd NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND-Dreams
She also lashed out at the blacks 1:
present, "If feminists are ahead," ' NEW RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE-Powerglide
she told them, "it's because you 1: ISSAC HAYES-Best Of ' C
- ? 3 : "
2?12 §x§i§§’§§d°§§wn2h2§2kiisp§3§ily' 3 MELISSA MANCHESTER-Bright Eyes MIKE OLDFIELD-Hergest Ridge
"niggerize" every minority group. x
"You don't have to be black to be & MAGGIE BELL-Suicide Sal ROD STEWART-Steampacket
niggerized, " she added, "but it ¢
helps.” * )

®
4
Then Kennedy started on the women. { And or ’ 2 99
"It is a disgrace," she said, "that I . | EEn

the only person to qualify for
presidential matching funds in 1976
was a 'right-to-lifer'.” "You see,”
she continued, "cupcakes (anti-
feminist women) can be more of a
threat to feminism than a man."

She said that black women and white
women could net be sisters, but that
they could be sisterly. But she
warned that white women would not get
any black sisters into "their" move-
ment until they could effectively
deal with their white racist sisters
on the issue of bussing. "And if
this is a movement," she added, "it
could sure use some laxative."

AMERICA-Hearts

ERIC CLAPTON-461 Ocean Blvd.
J. GEILS BAND-Hot Line

KING CRIMSON-Lark's Tongues
KINKS-Preservation Act I

STONES-Metamorphosis

© 0 0 0 O O OB b i i i i iididdd®®d

DON SEVESKY-Giant Box

11-9 Mon-Sat.
Noon-9 Sunday 434-2151

To speed the passage of the Egqual
Rights Amendment, Kennedy advised
the audience to give up or cut down
usage of all tobacco products until
North Carolina passes E.R.A., not to
drink Coca-Cola until Georgia rat-
ifies, and not to shop at Sears,
purchase Prudential or State Farm
insurance, or chew Wrigley's gum
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Journey Rocks With Next

Starting this month, record reviews
will be run every issue (if I get
my act together). If you want any
particular record reviewed (no
disco please!), write the Post-
Amerikan, Box 3452, Bloomington,
I1Tlinois 61701,

At first I was going to review

Frank Zappa's Zoot Allures, but then
I was so impressed with Journey's
Next album I had to shelve Frank for
awhile. (sorry Zap.)

Journey 1is made up of Neal Schon and
Greg Rolle, both of whom played
with Santana, Ross Valory, who
played with Genesis, and Ansley
Dunbar, who played with David

Bowie and al so the Mothers of In-
vention, This combination really
-makes a rockin' band. Journey will
be in Peoria on March 27, backing
up the band Boston. Personally I
think Journey will upstage Boston,
even though I think Boston has
qualities superior to Journey's.
(Does it matter??)

Listening to this album, I found
out that Ansley Dunbar is excellent

lyricist, On the mellow rocker together to make a good hard rock 0k 66
"People”, he says: sound from beginning to end. R 3-1183
"Who says they're not going to Journey has two other albums out SEMINAR

hell,

Climbing the .stairway to you know
where, i

People, Oh!!

So happy until they scare.™" *

And I thought Ansley could only play
drums and dance.

Each group member has written some
material for this album, giving 1t
a very versatile style.

- The album opens with "Spaceman,"

(song for hand gliders).Llead singer
Rolle's voice is in peak condition,
and Ansley Dunbar's keeps an ex-
cellent hard steady beat which he
maintains on the entire album.

After "People," which features some
fine keyboard work by Rolle, is

"I Would Find You" by Neal Schon.
Excellent keyboard and guitar work by
Rolle and Schon respectively.

"Here We Are" by Rolle, which con-
cludes side one, is a good rocker.
It begins with some Steve Miller/

"Fly Lige an Eagle" keyboard work.

Side two has a completely different
style than that of side one. Quiet
rockers make up most of side one.
Side two explodes with hard rockers
like "Hustler," "Next," "Karma," and
a great instrumental tune called
"Nickle and Dime."

Neal Schon's guitar work is high-
lighted on this side, as is Ross
Valory's bass guitar, The band works

that would be worth picking up at
your local non-profit record store.
The group has no potential to make
the A.M. radio playlist, which is
great. The songs on Next will stay
fresh for many years to come.

Dynsdale

\X‘ DISCWASHERS

Next month:
Never Traveled.
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Ambrosia: Somewhere, I've

#copyright Weed High Nightmare Music

-
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HOMEBIRTH ASSISTANCE

There is a growing group of people
in Bloomington-Normal who are exper-
ienced in home childbirth and who
are available to help with homebirth
preparation.

CALL 828-7986, 1-473-2392 (HEYWORTH)

We are also planning a teaching
and communications seminar on the
basics of homebirth preparation on
Saturday April 16 starting at
9:00 a.m. at the Wesley Foundati n,
211.N. School St. in Ngrmal. Thg
seminar will be free and open to
the public.,
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“Co-opﬁ”" bookstore finally

76

changes name

After several years of criticism for
masquerading as a part of the co-op
movement, the “"Co-op"” Bookstore in

Normal has finally changed its name.

+ Timing its move to coincide with re-
lease of the new phone book in mid-
February, the Yarger family now calls
its store Alamo II. The first Alama
on. the site was a restaurant, before
the "Co-op' Bookstore opened in the
thirties, according to the owners.

Over the years, articles appearing
in the Post-Amerikan have criticized
the Yargers' flippant use of the
term "co-op." As an especially gross
example of captive-market, high-
priced merchandising, the bookstore
insulted the entire co-op movement.
Real co-ops are motivaced by goals
of serving rather than profiting.
Surplus money is managed, or held,
collectively, not privately. And
many co-ops attempt to work out new
democratic or self-managing forms

of work organization to replace the
usual distinctions between order-
givers (who think) and order-takers
(who aren't supposed to think).

The "Co-op" Bookstore frequently
deceived newcomers to the ISU cam-
pus, who (reasonably) were not sur-
prised to find a co-op bookstore
near a university.

Instead of discovering the real
cooperative bookstore near campus,
Student Stores, newcomers spent
their money in the "Co-op" Book-
store, and felt good about sup-
porting the co-op movement!

Meanwhile, the real cooperative
store grappled with financial
problems. Student Stores Book-
store finally declared bankruptey
in late 1975.

Presents:

Student pickets hit the "Co-op"
Bookstore in fall, 1975. 1In litera-

ture they handed out, they criticized

the store for fraudulently using
"co~op" in its name.

Geoff Kolassa, who was ISU Student
Association's Director of Consumer
Affairs at the time, participated
in the picketing, handing out a
price survey he had-compiled.

Bookstore owners had him arrested on -

trumped-up charges.

He easily beat
the case in court.

Rost-Amerikan articles have also con-
tained documentation that one of the
bookstore's owners, Orval Francis
Yarger, was a long-time CIA agent.

-

Owners of the "Co-op'" Bookstore

last year asked the Town of Normal
to forbid newspaper vending machines
on the sidewalks. The Council re-
fused, and people passing by the
bookstore can still buy a Post-
Amerikan from our vending box.

Passers-by can also still make out
the words ""CIA-owned" crudely spray-
painted on the building's walls. .

Such spray paintings, along with
window-brakings, have plagued the
bookstore for several years.

At times, the cracked glass. and ,
boarded-up windows gave the store the
appearance of being under seige.

Maybe that's why the Yargers named
the place Alamo II.

¥EXNNYENNENXENRNNENRNXENRERNENXXE XN
Remember the Alamo? '

In 1835, colonists from the
United States decided to settle
their differences with the Mexi-
can government by declaring the
independence of Texas.

°3

»

»

»

»

»

»

* The battle at the Alamo (where

* Davy Crockett and other brave

% slayers of '"savages'" died) was

* one of the few setbacks suffered
by U.S. citizens who pushed (and

* fgllowed) Fheir government from

% the Atlantic to the Pacifiec.

»

»

»

Religicn, profit and racism had
combined into a strange theory
called Manifest Destiny in the .

1830's and 1840's. Those who be-

BIKE RAGING

in Bloomington-Normal

lieved the theory thought God
(who was a businessman) intended
for them (and the U.S. government)
to rule the whole continent.

In 1846, after Mexico refused to
sell its territory between Texas
and the Pacific, the U.S. went to
war to fulfill its "destiny." By
war's end, the U.S. had seized
fully half of Mexico, including
California and Texas.

Fitting that an ex-CIA agent would
name his bookstore after the
Alamo--an earlier century's sym-
bol of the U.S. drive for empire.
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‘Saturday
~April 23
Miller Park

1:00 PM
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e Sponsored By Illinois Cycling Association

e Sanctioned By United States

Cycling Federation

* USCF Licensed Riders Only

°* Prizes Donated By
Vitesse Cycle Shop
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May Day
Celebration

On Sunday, May 1st, this year's Mayday will hap-
pen. The theme is awareness of ourselves, of
our culture, and of other cultures. Mayday will
go on from 11:00 am to 9:30 pm on the Illinois
State University gquad. But plans at this point are
only tentative, as negotiations with the ISU admin-
istration are still in progress.

We plan to have two stages for a variety of music,
theater and speakers. We hope to have an arts

and crafts show. All artists are invited. Exhibits
will include environmental issues, men's and
women's concerns, nutrition and health, social
issues, presentations by various ethnic and cultural
groups, and just about anything pertinent to our
theme.

To raise funds the band Skillet will hold a benefit
concert on April 17 in the ISU Union Ballroom.
Also, donation boxes will be placed in different
locations around Bloomington-Normal. Funds
will be used to rent two PA systems, to pay for
the services of a registered nurse, for supplies,
cleanup, advertising, etc.

If you can donate time, ideas, creativeness, sup-
plies, or money, we need it all! For information
on meetings and on how you can help, call Gail at
452-7936.

= =X

TAl CHI CO-OP

The T'AI CHI Co-op meets W4:00-6:00
Fridays in ISU's Cook Hall gym.
Anyone interested in comfortable
exercise or a soft martial art is
invited to join us, with George
| Linl-Hu instructing.

Future, Dates Tentative: Small Changes has big Thanks a lot for your continual support. We

Community News’

[—

plans for the month of April. We are planning
a grand opening week April 24-30, starting with
another benefit concert April 24.

society.

We'll have a 10% sale on all books during the
week and a bake sale april 30 to end the week.
Also be looking for Olivia & Holly Near rec-
ords we will be stocking!

Past: During the recent women's Forum 77 at
ISU, we had a booth at the student center dis-
playing our books.
on men's liberation which brought out various
opinions on the status of men's oppression in

received $100 donations from the commun-
ity fund which gave us a lot of encourage-
ment and will help us increase our stock.
More people are learning about our store !
and coloring on our young people's room walls.

Future, Date Definite: A discussion on Femin- |
ism is scheduled for 7:39 p. m. April 4 at Small

Changes. Plan to come with questions and your |
ideas on what a feminist philosophy is.

We also had a discussion . Hope to talk with you soon at Small Changes,

409 A N, Main St., Bloomington.

Get your pool
-table now!

Sale

Commercial Bame
Equipment

CAUNAS
WHIRLPOOLS

PHONE: 454-1211

Truckload

7 ft., 8 ft. or 9 fi.

Gameroom Open

1203 S. MAIN NORMAL

Hey, Y’all check
out project Oz

In the last issue of the Post-Amerikan we at Project
0z, & {outh service agency, began describing programs
available at 0z beginning with the Drop-In Center. The
Drop is open to kids Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday
nights from 7 to 10 p.m.

The Drug Education and Youth outreach program is another
major component of 0z. Drug Education services are pro-
vided to all age groups, although we remain flexible in
order to meet individual needs.

- One of these services is a Teen Concern Course which

ig offered to high schools in the rual communities of
McLean County. Students participate voluntarily and

.actually assist in planning the course.

Although we do cover drugs, the participants may select

- any number . of other topics which they want to talk about.

Some of the more popular topics are marrifage and div-
orce, communication, frustration and aggression, Juven-

| ile Court and laws which affect youth, suicide among
| teenagers, and sexuality.
 hung up by dwelling on drugs and very likely turn

In this manner, we don't get
people off.

The course is run as a discussion group with role-play-
ing, film viewing, and activities related to the topics.

| At the end of the course, students evaluate it and make

recommendations for the future.

* Another educational tool we usge is the Social Seminar

which is an adult multimedia drug education program.

We do not use this program to look just at drug pro-
blems, but rather we emphasize youth problems. The
Social Seminar is used to look 2t adolescents today,
what their problems are, what the communlty s problems
are, and how we ecan work around the various problems to

- oreate 4 better response to youth's needs.

We have learned that we need to explore the institu-
tions, experiences, and culture in which drug use may
take place. Only by gaining insight into the total
world of young people will we be able to deal most ef-
fectively with youth and their particular problems.

0z also provides drug training to professional and
para-professional staff of youth-serving agencies in

‘MeLean Count¥ with the overall goal of upgrading know-

ledge and sgkill in the area of drug use. In addition
to drug education services, the program offers individ-
ual counseling to kids aged 12 to 18 experiencing drug-
related hassles.

_ Various types of group counssling are also available,
"1nclud;ng”problem—solving groups. ‘self-help groups, and

common—iﬁtgrest groups.

The most unique aspect of the Drug education and Youth
Outreach Program is that the staft travels to wherever
the ind1v1dual or group is.

be able to
iives for youtﬁ,
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Will Stop
Sexist
Help-
Wanted
Ads

Pantagraph

- Yielding to pressure from the Na-
tional Organization of Women (NOW)
and the Bloomington Human Relations
Commission (HRC), the Pantagraph
has finally agreed to abandon its

sexist help-wanted ads, which di-
vide jobs intov male and female ca-
tegories.-

The ad classifications have been an
issue for years.

Employers are forbidden to discri-
minate on the basis of sex. How-
ever, no law prohibits the Panta-
graph from running ads which offer
a job to members of only one sex.

It was the prospect of such a law
which finally forced the Panta-
graph to "voluntarily"
the long-stand request.of groups
fighting sex discrimination.

The Human Relations Commission re-
commended March 9 that the city
council pass an ordinance which,
in effect, would prohibit the Pan-
tagraph from continuing its sex-
based classifications.

The Pantagraph "voluntarily"
changed its policy five days later.

comply with

As a media monopoly, the Pantagraph's

policy has the power to shape the
environment in which people offer
and seek jobs. Until now, the Pan-
tagraph's policy perpetuated sex
discrimination by influencing who
looked for what job. Women were
discouraged from applying for jobs
classified under "Help Wanted--
Male," even though they were le-
gally entitled to equal opportunity.
Similarly, men were discouraged from
applying for jobs listed as "Help
Wanted-~-Female."

In announcing the poliecy change,
Pantagraph publisher Davis Merwin
credited his decision to talks with
Ray Hodges, director of the Human
Relations Commission.

"made a

Merwin said'Hodges had
for the policy

reasonable case
change.

Merwin didn't mention that it had

taken at least three years for the
reasonablenese of the "reasonable

case' to sink in.

--M.S.

With its new classified ads policy,
the Pantagraph will finally stop re-
inforcing illegal sex discrimina-
tion in employment. * But the paper
intends to continue running ''no
children" rental ads, thus continuing
to help landlords evade an Illinois
law which prohibits discriminating
against families with children.

Last fall, the Pantagraph even re-
fused to print a letter-to-the-
editor which pointed out that this
anti-discrimination law exists.

Human Re-
person Kate

Last fall, I spoke h
£
hat she could

vlL
lations- Commission sta
Wielch, and suggested t

=7

&
L

ﬁuan the Pantapranh to 2bandon 1
'no children" rental ads.

She said the Human Relations Com-
mission couldn't afford to be '"too
aggressive.'" Ms., Welch did say,
however, that the HRC would gladly
follow up on a family's complaint,

if they had been refused an apartment
because they had children.

Bt most families don't even know
that particular Hﬁti“diﬁclLﬁ+ﬂdELUﬂ
law even exists. They wouldn't know

they could file a complaint.

And the Human Relations Commission

isn't doing much to inform folks
about this law, either. e Com-
mission advertises regularly in the

Pantagraph Keeps ‘No Ch||dren Ads

Pantagraph, saying that discrimina-
tion is Lllugdl and inviting any-
one with complaints to file them.
The ads list types of disecrimina-
tion eligible for complaints. But
the ads don't mention that being re-
fused an apartment because you have
children is a basis for a discri-
mination complaint.

Hopef n]l«. the Human Relations Com-
mission's victory in the sex-classi-

fied ads battle will reduce their
fears of being "too aggressive."

W1 want a 12-issue subscription
.to the Post-Amerikan! I'm send

ity, State, Zip

(for only $3.00 more, you can
et a T-Shirt too)

£ Free Pross
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I want a colorful 100#% cotto
Post-Amerikan T-Shirt! I'm
sending $3.00.

Name

W City, State,

»

Zip

(for only $2,50 more,
¥eet a subscription too
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